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DISCOURSE 


'Y. The Benefit and Happineſs of a Good 


' Conſcience. 


SHEWLNG, 
1. What CONSCIENCE is, ind what 
are its Atts and Offices. 
H. What 1s the Rule of tt. 
HI. The ſeveral ſorts of ConscrtexCE. 
IV. How ſome Practical Caſes or Que- 


{tions concerning CoNSCIENCE| 
may be reſolv'd. 


Conſcience, and the Unhappinels of an 
Evil one. 
VI. How a Good Conſcience may be at- 
tain'd, and how we may judge whe- 
ther we have attain'd 1t. 
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DEDICATION. 


HE following T xr a- 
j '  T15E is humbly De- 
dicated to the Honour and 
! Glory of the Bleſſed ar] 
Only Port:NTATE, Who 
dwclls inthe Light to which 
no Man can approach, the 
* KinG Eternal, Immortal, In- 
: » vitible, che Only-wiſe Gop, 
| the Gop of Pract, that 
brought again from the 
Dcad Our I Jesus, that 
(zreat Shepherd of the Sheep. 

May Hr bc ods 
plcas'd, by the Blood of the 
A : bver- 


The Dedication. 
Everlaſting Teſtament, to 
cleanſe our Conſciences from dea1 
Works, to ſerve Him the Livmg 
God, and alſo to make us per- 
fett in every Good Work,, to do 
his Will, working in us that 
which is well-pleaſing inhis 
Sight, thro' Jesus CnrisT, to 
whom be all Praiſe and Do- 
minion for ever and evcr. 
Amen. 

May He be alſo graciouſly 
plcas'd to give a Blcſhng 
to the enſuing TxraTtiISE, 

and favourably to accept of 


the W eak Endeauours of 
His MoS Unrortby 


Sor Ul1NT. 


THE 


CON TENTS. 


CHAP. 1. TH E Introduttion ; acquaint- 


ing the Reader with the Deſign 
of this Diſcourſe. 

CH4p. 2. Of Conſcience, what it is, and what 
are its Atts and Offices. 

CHAP. 3. Of the Rule of Conſcrence. 

CHAP. 4. Of a good and evil, a pure and de- 
filea Conſcience. 

Civ, 5. Of a weak, an accuſing or excuſing, 
4 wounded and a ſear'd Con- 
ſcience, 

Cay. 6. Of ſeveral other ſorts of Con- 
ference. 

Cur. 7, How ſome Cafes or Queſtions 


touching an errins Conſcience 


may be reſold. 

Cray, $. Some Caſes or Queſtions touching 
a doubting Conſcience. 

C11 \P. 9, Queſtions touching 4 probable, and 
alſo touching 4 ſcrupulous Con 
ſcience. 


Cray 


The ConrTterxrs. 
CHar.1o. The —_ or Benefit of a good 


Conſcience in this Life. 
CHAP.11,. The HappinefS and Benefit of it 
in Death, as alſo at and after 
the Day of Judgement. 
Cnay.12. The Advantages ana Benefit of 4 
good Conſcience in __ of the 
Welfare of the Church and State, 
The Unhappinefi and Miſery of a1: 
evil Conſcience. 

CHAr.14. Some Inferences from that which 
hath gone before in the four pre- 


CHar.13. 


ceding C _ 
Caae.15. How 4 good Conſcience may be at- 
fain'd, 


Cnae.16. How we may judge whether we have 
| attain'd it. 
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CHAT. L 


The INTRODUCT1ON. 


His TREATISE being chiefly de- 
lign'd for the Beneht of the Un- 
learned, it was neceſſary that it 
ſhould be writ in a plain and famt- 
liar Stile, all unuſual words, and ſuch as are 
not underſtood by the Vulgar, being careful- 
ly avoided. It was more eſpecially neceſſary 
to abſtain from the uſe of School-rerms, or the 
terms wherewith thoſe that were call'd School- 
men ( a), and their Followers, have obſcur'd the 
Dottrin concerning CoxsSCiENCE, as they 
have alſo perplex'd it with . great many intri- 
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cate and unneceſſary Queſtions (b ), fruitleſs D:- 
3 Fd and impertinent Niceties and Subtil- 
ries (c 

The Subject of this Treatiſe is of univerſal 
Colierament Conſcience being that which eve- 
ry one having the uſe of Reaſon, whether he 
be high or low, learned gr unlearned, Prince 
or Peafſaut, carries about him continually i In his 
own Breaſt : And therefore that which is moſt 
neceſſary to he known concerning it, ſhould be 
taught ſo plainly, as that it may be under- 
ſtood by all. And this is that which is attem- 

ted here, (the Dodtrin of Conſcience having 

n clouded and darken'd by others, who 

undertook to explain it) to ſet it in fo clear a 

light, that the meaneſt Capacities may, if they 
leaſe, (with a little help at leaſt ) ont 2h 
and it. 

But all this 1 ſpeak only of the Treatiſe 8 
felf: As to the bricf Notes that are added, | 
another Character, at the end of every Chap- 
ter, and to which the little Letters in the Mat - 
ter refer, they are deſign'd for othery (to 
g1ve them ſome Satisfaction as to ſome Parti- 
culars in the Treatiſe) and not for Perſans of 
more ordinary Capacities ; and therefore they 
may overlook them, and paſs to the following 
Chapter. 

It is generally known to have been one of 
St. Auſtin s Wiſhes, That he might bear Sr. Paul 
Wi.” to which ſome have added another 

dakag That his Theme or Text might be Confci- 

' Certainly he was very fit to preach of 


y 36 Wang who could preach ſo to the a” 
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of ſuch a one as Felix the Governor, as fo 
wo him tremble, A#. 24, 25.” And accor- 
y he did treat often of it, as gp 
Lo Fn his Epiſtles, and alſo in his Sermon 
the Jews, AF.23, and his Defence of wider og 
fore Felix, Af. 24. And it would not be anilh 
if in this depe: icrate Age Preachers did make 
Conſcience more the Theme or Subje& of their 
Diſcourſes. 

If this ſmall Treatiſe ſhall be ſo happy as 
to make the Dottrin concerning Corn 
ſome meaſure plain to the meaneſt Read 
more eſpecially if through the Bleſſing of God 
it ſhall 6 effeQual to perſwade any to regard 
ſo grcat and excellent a Good, to value fach 
an Peſtimable Treaſure as a good Conſcience 
is, to exerciſe themſelves, ro have always a Con- 
ſcien ce void of Offence both before GOD and Man ; 
if any ſhall be perſwaded by it daily to exa- 
mine _ ſcrioully to ſtudy to amend the Book 
= of their (76-5 oh (4); if by it any ignorant 
> Caagſcience ſhall be culightned, any ſecure or 
=> Aflcepy one awaken'd, any weak one {trengthe- 

ned, any benumb'd, ſtupid, or ſear'd Conſci- 
* ence brought to Senſe or Feeling ; if Conſci- 
* ence (which ſcems to be not only dead, but 
” alſo buricd ) ſhall! be reviv'd, or it ſhall in 
any Man be better'd ; if, finally, it ſhall be a 
means to beget or encreaſe a good Conſcience, 
and the Comforts of it in any, I ſhall be en- 
fag'd to render immortal Thanks to him, who 
alone hath the Dominion and Soveraignty over 
the Conſcicaces of all the Men in the World. 
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(#)The te terms wherewith thoſe that were cal'd Schoolmen and 
their 4g + ns, Oc) As nora 4 ſce By poons it: wo fon 79, 


art. 12, roars Revs ay 
of ther tink that the Schoolmen be ing t of the 
TRIMS, wer Syndereft; mſtcad of $ And Lu oe that 
in Ezck. 1. hath not Sy! [ref acceeding to our Co- 


- but ouyTignare in ſome, and in others evymlenors : But 
| cannot but think, that in the Copies of S. Heron, 
which the Schoolmen follow'd, it was Syndereſts ; for 1 cannot 
imagin what Reaſon they could have to move them to —_ 
the word. Perhaps alſo they are not ſo much to be blam'd 
rendring it by CeneleFio, (ice Durand. |, 2, L$ 9, qu. 4.) 23 
ſome imagin. But howſoever it be as to thele  - it Was 
not fit to trouble the ordinary Reader with ſuch 
as either Syndereſ/i or Symtereſsr Ear we're. be ſaid of fove- 
ral other School-terms, 2s Speculabilia, Con finda antecedenr & 


conſequens, Judicium di anveticum, Oc. 


(6) Unneceſſary Qveſtions.) As, whether Conſcience be a Power 
or an Habit, or an At ; woe wag pw beſt go call it a Facul- 
which word (as ſorne think) may agree both two Powers and 
Habits. So, whether Conſcience belong to the appr 1 both 
or to the Will, or whether it do nat rather appertain to bot 
yea, and to the Yew? alſo; Sce Aquinas, and Dur and. wht [u- 
pra, alſo Scerr, 1. 2, diff. 39, qu. b. 


(c) Subrihries.] So | lays, iſt. 95, complains, Simplex 17's 
4 #perts virtue in [cur am + ſoleriom [cientiam verſa ef, 
que diſputare, non Vivere. 


(d) To amend the Book of their Conſcience.) Ad bune 1i- 
brum di{cutiendum & emendandum onme; ali: invents, funt, $0 
Bernard. de Conſcientia, C. 4- 


CHAP. Il. 


What Consciencer ts, an { what 
are its Ats and Offices. 


NSCIENCE is nothing elſe but every Man's 
4 own Heart (a), knowing, witneſſing, and 
= Judging. 

, I ay, Every Man's Heart ; for the word 
” Heart (tho' it have other ſignifications) is of- 
ten in Scripture put for Conſcience, So when 
it 1s ſaid, 1 Sam. Z4. F- & 2 Sam, 24- 19, that 
David's Heart ſme him, the meaning is, that 
his Conſcience ſmote him. And when Job 
ſays, c. 27.6. My Heart ſhall rot reproach me 
his meaning was, that his Conſcicace ſhoul 
have no cauſe to reproach him, And when 
= we read, Ecclt, 7. 22, Thine own Heart knoweth 
* that thou thy ſelf baſft curſed others : One Tran- 
> AMation hath it, Thy Conſcience brows, &c. (b) So 
* in the New Teſtament, 1 Joh. 3. If our Heart 
= C(that1s, our Conſcience) condemn us, v. 20, and 
If or Heart (or Conſcience) condemn wu not, 
V, 21, and, We ſhall aſſure our Hearts, v. 19, 

that is, our Conſcieaces. 
| ſay, That it is every Man's Heart know- 
ing (c). The very word Conſcience doth denote 
Knowledge, as the Latin and Greek words for 
B 3 rt 


[6] 
it alſodo.I may add, That theHebrew (4d) word, 
which the Greek Tranſlation, and alſo our 
own, inthe Margin of our Bibles, render Con- 
ſcience, Eccleſ. 10. 20, doth denote Knowledge, 
Curſe not the K ing, no, wt int thy Thought : ſowe 
read in the Text of our Bibles; but in the 


. 


Margin, inſtead of Thought, we have Conſci- 
ence; and ſo the meaning 1s, Curſe not the 
King, tho* thou do it ſo ſecretly, that none 
but thine own Heart or Conſcience can know 
it, Conſcience, muſt know, .in order to ats 
witneſſing and judging. It cannot witneſs 
the Truth, if it do not know'it ; and it can- 
not judge of Ations, whether they be good 
or evil, unleſs 'it know both them, and the 
Rule by which they are to be judged. 

As Conſcience taplys Khowledne ſo it fig- 
tifies a knowing together : And this may be 
either the knowing one thing together with 
another, or the knowing the ou thing toge- 
ther with another perſon. 1f, Conſcience 
knows one thing together with another, as 
the Deed or Attion with the Rule; that which 
we have done, or are about to do, with that 
which ſhould be the Rule of all our Actions, 
that is, the Law, FYoſeph's Brethren , Gen, 
42. 21, knew how they had dealt with him, 
here was the Knowledge of the Deed ; they 
knew alſo, that they ought not to have dealt 
ſo with their Brother, here was the Knowledge 
of the Rule or Law which taught them this. 
24ly, Conſcience knows the ſame thing toge- 
ther with ſome other Perſon (e), as (molt cipe- 
cally) together with Gop or Cuzisr. In Fob 
| 16, 
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16.19, we read thus; Ay Wimeff is in Fita- 
ver, axd my Kecord is on bigh : but inftead of 
My Record bs on high, fome Tranſlations have 
it this (f) ; He that knows together with me is on 
bigh. And, 1 Joh. 3. 29, God is greater than 
our Heart, (or Conſcience) and knows all things ; 
He knows all that onr Confcience knows, and 
much more (#). There are many things which 
are now known only to him that ſearchetb 
the Heart and trys the Reins, and to Conſcience. 
zdly, Another Account may be given of this 
Signification of the word Conſcience ; it knows 
togerher, that is, Conſcience knows together 
with our ſelves. Conſcience is ſuppoſed or 
feigncd to be another Perſon within us, which 
knows together with us all that we do, ſay, or 
think. 1 know nothing by my ſelf ;, ſo we read, 
1 Cor. 4- 4. but it may be tranſlated, (h) / kow 
rorhing with my /elf. 

Conſcience is every Man's Heart-witnefling, 
as well as knowing, There 1s expreſs men- 
tion of Conſcience its bearing witneſs : / ſpeak 
the rrath, I lie not, my Conſcience bearing me wit- 
ef, or witneſſing kr fy ſo the Apoltle, Rom. 
9.1, And, 2 Coy. r. 12. he ſpeaks of the 
Teſtimony of his Conſcience ; as, Rom. 2. 15. 
he ſays of the Heathens, that rheir Conſcience 
did bear Wirnep, or (as it is in the margin of 
our Bibles) Conſcience witneſſing with them, 
Laſtly, As Conſcience is every Man's own 
Heart, knowing and witneſſing, ſo alfo judg- 
ing. Thus, 1 Cor. $, 7. Some (fays the Apc 
le) with Conſcience of an Idol, to this hour, (that 
1s, to this time judging-an Idol to be ſome- 
B 4 thing) 
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thing) eat of ſomewhat, as being offer" d ro an Idol. 
So, 1 Per, 2, 19. If a Man, for Conſcience to- 
ward GOD (that is, becauſe he judges that he 
oy Go) cndve Grief. And/fo, in 
h, when a Man ſaith, / LA 
not do this, & it us againſt my Conſcience to do if, his 


ought to 
our ordinary 


5, that it is againſt his Judgm 


Speec 


ent : : 


Conſcience, in this cafe, 1s nothing Pot his 


Judgm 


ent. 
of the Court of Conſcience. 


Hence it 1s that we hear fo much 
Conſcience doth, as 


it were, keep a Court of Judgment within 


us. 


This Judgment of Conſcience is by way of 
reaſoning or arguing, as thus : He that com- 
mits Adultery or Murther is guilty of a very 
heinous Sin. Thou (ſays Conſcience) haſt 


committed Adultery, 


or thou art guilty of 


Murther : Therefore thou art guilty of a very 
heinous Sin. Thus the Apoſtle, Rom. 2. 15, 


having ſaid of Heathens, That their Conſcience 


did bear them witneſſ, adds, that rherr Thoughts or 


— (as the word ſignihes) Reaſonings (i ) did accuſe 


or excuſe one-another. 


So they, St. Jobn 8.9, 


were convinc'd by their Conſcience : "Their 
Conſcience argued A ſtrongly, that it quickly 
convinc'd them, that they were not without 


Sin. 


As to the things which Conſcience ' knows 


and gay (k), or of which it judgeth;they 
. Some are within us, as our 
Thoughts, Wills, Aﬀections, Belief, or Unbe- 
lief, Aims, Purpoſes, or Intentions, and the 
Sincerity of them. Conſcience knows all theſe, 


are many, 


and alſo ' witnelſeth and judgeth of them. 2. It 


knows, 


[9] 

knows, and withal witneſſeth and judgeth of 
t hings without us, our "Words, Deeds, Con- 
verſations, our Eſtate toward Gov, and the 
like. It alſo knows, witneſſeth, and judgeth 
what is our Duty toward Gop, our Neighbor, 
and oor ſelves; as likewiſe concerning the 
Truth and Falſhood of Things. The Apoſtle, 
2 Cor. 1. 12, makes expreſs mention of Con- 
ſcience its witneſſing of his Converſation and 
Sincerity : The reftimony of our Conſcience, ſays 
he, that in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity (or ſince- 
rity before God ) we beve had our converſation (1).S0 
Rom. 9. 1, 2, he'tells us, That his Conſcience 
did bear witneſs of his Aﬀettions, and of his 
ſpeaking the-truth 5 / ſay the truth in Chrift, [ 
lie not, my Conſcience bearing me wimneff, that 1 
have great heavinef and continual forrow in my 
Heart. | 

As to Mens. Speeches and ' Ations, which 
Conſcience hath to do with, they are eith 
paſt, or preſent, or to come : They are alfo 
either our own, or other Mens, That Con- 
ſcience judgeth of the Speeches, Actions, and 
Converſations of other Men (and not of our 
own only) 1s apparent. 'The Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 
4- 2. commended himſelf to every min's Conſcience, 
that is, he endeavour'd to order his Speech, 
Actions, and Converſation ſo, that every Man's 
Conſcience could not but judge or think well of 
them. So, 2 Cor. 5. 11. We(ſays he) are made 
manifeſt to God, and I trift that we are alſo made 
manifeſt in your Conſciences. Gop knew, and 
wasa Witneſs, of his ſincere Purpoſe, and he 
hop'd that their Conſciences alſo were _— 
c 


[ 20] 
fied; and Witneſſes of it. Add heteto 1 Cor. 
10. 28,29. If 4vy man ſay unto you, Thus 1s of- 
fer'd 'in ſacrifice to: Idols, ear not, for his ſake that 
fſhewd it ,'and for Conſeience ſake, Confrience, 1 
or ehime own, bat the others :, for, why i my 
of anther mans Canſtiance ? In 


ny, m0 


udygd 
his caſe 1 muſt not eat for the ke of -another 
© Conſcience, riot of mine own: For 1 am 
fatisfied in my Conſcience, that 1 am at liber- 
ty, and may law fully cat; but why ſhould my bi- 
berry be judg'd by another mers Conſcience? that 


1 


ts, why ſhould I uſe my Liberty, and cat then, 
when another Man's Conſcience” will judge me 
to'have fin'd in cating, and entertain Jealou - 
fies or Hard Thoughts of me ? All theſe 
Texts ſhew that Conſtience alſo judgeth of 
dthers Sad Rom. 2. 15. might have. been al- 
ledg'd to the ſame purpoſe, but that will be 
explain'd more fully in Chap. 5 

I-procecd to the Acts or Offices of Conſci- 
efice. - The three-principal have been nam'd, 

Kmwine, Wineſſog, and Juderng ; the reſt flow 
from theſe, or may be refer'd fome way to 
them. Of AQions paſt Conſcience is a Wit- 
neſs anda Judge; of preſent it is a Witneſs, 
Rep! er, and Judge ; in reference to Actions 
done, it is a Judge, Monitor, and Dire- 
Gow: Concerning Actions paſt. it both wit- 
neſſeth that they have been done, and judgeth 
how they were done; it paſleth Sentence up- 
on them, whether they were good or evil: If 
= were good, it 15 the Office of Conſcience 
to defend; appland, and commend us, ſaying, 
Well done good and faithful Servant ; and to by 
war 


bring our Sins to reemre_e md ſet them 
before us, and make us fay, That/avr Iniquitres 
are with HI; Ges ts for over T y anſpreſſums, me hrow 
them, Iſa. « - ſee alſo P/al. tt. 3- - AS £0 
our reſent "AAicns, Conſcicnce not only Tees, 
obſerves, and 13 A witneſs of them, nor only 
paſſes Judgment npon them, whether they are 
£004 or evil, but it alſo pertorms the Office of 
a Repitter or Recorder, having #IWweays the Pen 
in its Hand, to write Jown aud record all that 
we Ccither think, fay, or do. If the Ation be 
g00d, it ſpeaks Peace to.us, w=mporp as = and 
cheriſheth us in the dong, it' as on t 
hand it checks, damps, and piaches vs in - the 
commiſſion of evil. In reference to the time 
to come, or the Actions that. we are about to 
do, its great Office is, to judge of the good or 
evil, the lawfnlnefs or nafulnef; of them, to 
dire us what we may do, becauſe Gop hath 
not forbidden it ; what we not only may, but 
muſt do, becauſe he- hath commanded i it; and 
laſtly, what we muſt not do, becauſe he hath 
ſaid, Thou ſhalt nor doit, Its Duty is to ſay to 
Us, This is the way, walk 1a it, turn not to the 
right hand, or to the left. T his ouz ht to be 
done, and this ma lawfully be done, but this is 
in no wiſe to be done. Its Duty 45 further to 
move and urge us, to ſtir us up, and put us for- 
ward to that which is good ; and likewiſc to 
dit- 


Tn] 
diſcourage, affr with-hold, and do all that 
may be to keep us from the doing of evil, to 
warn us, ſaying, Be ſure that thou do it not ; 
or, as Pilate's Wife, Have nothing to do with that 
juft Perſon. Happy are we if we obey the Voice 
of Conſeience when it warns us; we ſhall not 
then need much to fear its accuſing and con- 
demning vs. 


——_ 


—_—_— —— 
ata ata, 


ha — es... oft 


( «) Conſcience is nothing elſe bur every Man's own Heart,,*c.) 
There are many Definitions of Conſcience, and not a few have 


Men have complain'd, that the Definitions given of it have ra- 
" am quirquam bene defimiendo explicare : So that 

Kher 2 contented my ſclf with a ſhort, plain and familiar 
(b) One Tranſlation hath ir, 
(c) cart J 

wuly {aid Conſcientia eft cor dis Stiewtia, underſtanding the 


labour'd to be very exatt in defining it, and yet ſome ſerious 
ther obſcur'd than illuſtrated it. And S. Auſtin, dr Ordine, |. 2, 
c, 2. ſays, Facilius cft mihi wvidere in alterius definitione quid 
mow probe, ou 
pros, 7. ng eſis matter to define any thing well. - 1 have 
eſcription of Conſtience, ſuired ro rhe Capacities of thoſe for 
he Benake this Treariſe is chicfly dchign'd. ; 
Th cience know.) Scit Con- 
feiemtia twa Vidg. | 9 Ong 
meay Man's Heart knowing.) And therefore it may de 
words Cirdis Ly not Ven ſenſe, according to oh the 
ching known, bat ({o as that the Heart is that which 


Hearr is the 
doth know. 1 would therefore tranſlate Cardis Scientias (not 


The Knowledge of the Heart, which is ambiguous, and capablc 
ef both rar. 5h bs The Hearts 5 frag And the Eroat 


Rernard, de Inmteriori Dome, c.22. underſtands it thus, and 
Mue (Cords Scientia) dupliciter intelligitur, Vit. wt 1Ja que jt 
wevir per ſe, wel i a preter ſe etiam alia wit ox fe Gor 
enim & ſe novit ſua tientis, © multa alia. 

(4) The Hebr-w word] YT; the Syriac in that place bath 
the very ſame word, as the _ —— To 
kww. And I cannot bur obſerve allo, that Gem. 43. 22- where 
Jus rethren {2 W. *now not who put our Money in our 

acts, inſtead of Ny, We knew nor. The Pulgar bath, 


(ce) Knows 


13 


Knows the ſame ether with ſome other Perſoa.] 


cums alis ſcins oft ; 1o Nanius Marcellus, cap. 5. 

(f) Some Tranſlations have, He that knew: together with me, 
£446 VOCLad Valg. Evvicop jus 10. The Syr1at and Arabic 
come roward oy Syr. FRY Arab. i. ce. They that 

know me. 
(x) And much more.} Netior eff iis home quam fibi, Ihe, 


i. c. Namin; br. 


(h) 1 know nothing of my fell.) yy $uavre ow rnids. 


(1) Reaſonings.] ryngueoy 


(k) As to the things which Conſcience knows, ©c.] Theie 
things about which Conſcience is converſant, are in the Schools 
call'd, rhe 0+ je# of it ; and there are Diſpuces about ir, and the 
moſt make it not fo comprehenhtive as they ought to do. 


(1) Sinceriry before God. ] aaireurde Os, Sinceriry of Gd, 
{. et. Such Sincerity as approves iticlt in the Sight of God. 


CHAP. II. 
Of the Rule of Conſcience. 


HE Rule of Conſcience is the Will of 

S God(a). Asthat is good which God 
wills ; ſo if Conſcience would dire us to that 
which is good, it muſt acquaint itſelf firſt, 
and then us, with the Will of God (b. ) That 
which teaches us what is the Will of God, is 
his Law, both that which he hath written in 
our Hearts, and that which 1s contain'd in the 
Scriptures. 

Of the Law written in the Heart, the A- 
poſtle ſpeaks, Xom. 2. 15. Whe, (that is, which 
Heathens) ſhew the Work of the Lew wrinen in 
their Hearts ;, fo that (as it is Ver. 14.) Tho 
they bad not the La w, (that is,the Law written in 
Tables of Stone, or in Paper) yet they did by 
Nature the Things of the Law, and not having Fi 
Law,were a Law to themſelves, This is that w hich 
1s uſually call'd the Law of Nature, becauſe 
it was writ in our Hearts by the God of Na- 
ture (c)(it 1s written by an immortal Nature, 
in an immortal Mind ;) it alſo dire&s us to ſuch 
things as are om to our Nature, as we 
are Creatures enducd with Reaſon, and final- 
ly it is common to the whole Race of Man- 
kind, Ir is common to all, conftant. It is not one 
at Rome, arother at Athens, nor one now, ano- - 

: 


and 1 in whom 15 no 3 Darknchs at all, hath ſet 


ther afterward, tt a times, and j in al Nati- 
on, it us one and the ſame, verlaſting and mun- 


chantcable. Neither the Senate, nor 7 the People can 


| free w from being bound by this Lew : Neither need 


we ſeck out any 19 explain and imerpret it (4), Thus 
Cicero, It was from the beginning, it 13 not a 
Child of yeſterday, but as old as Mankind it 
ſelf. And as the Law is « Light, Prov. 6. 23. 
ſo this Law of Nature is alſo call'd the Light 
of Nature; that Light which he, who is Light, 


up in every Man's Heart, and with it enlight- 
neth every Man that comes into the World. 
By this Light Men judge of themſelyes a. 
5 right, We might have known the Thin 
commanded by this Law, to be our Duty, the 
we had never been told fo by the Scripture. 
The Things commanded by it, are fuch as 
theſe, That God is to be kk 'd, our Pa- 
rents to be honour'd, we ſhould Þ to others 
as we would that they ſhould do to us, and 
the like : Theſe are agreed upon, and acknow- 
ledg'd to be Duties, not by one, or two, or a 
few, but by all Men throughout the World, 
The Hebrew Writers make all thoſe, which 


they call Precepts, given to the Sons of Noal, 
to be Commands of the Law of Nature (e): Six 


of which were (ſay they) | th to Adam, and 
afterward repeated to Noah, with addition of 
a Seventh. cle were, 1. Of ſtrange Wor- 


ſhip, or that they ſhould keep themſelves from 
Idols. 2. Of Blefling the Name of God {f), or 
(as ſome render it) of pexHenung it, that 


om blaſpheming 
the 


they fhonld carefully abſtain 


ſhedding Blood, that they ſhould do no Mur- 
ther. 4. Of diſcloſing Nakednefs, that they 
ſhould avoid all unlawful Copulations, not 
commit Adultery. $5. Of Theft or Rapine, 
that they ſhould not Steal. 6. Of Judgments 
or Adminiſtration of Juſtice, that they ſhould 
not reſpe& Perſons in Judgment, nor any way 
pervert it. 7, Of a Member of any live Crea- 


ture, that they ſhould not eat the Fleſh of any. 


Creature with the Blood, or taken from it, 
being alive. Theſe are the Seven Command- 
ments given tv the Sons of Noah, according 
to the Hebrew Doctors. And ſome ſay, that 
all of them (except the Sixth, which is of 
Judgments, or Adminiſtration of Juſtice) are 
contain'd in the Decree made by the A- 
poſtles, Aets 15. 29. according to ſome Co- 
pies. The Two firlt are contain'd (ſay they) 
in the Command, to abſtain from Idol-ſacri- 
fices, or Mcats offer'd to Idols ; the Third, in 
the Command, to abſtain from Blood ; the 
Fourth, in the Command, to abſtain from 
Fornication ; the Fifth, in that which (tho' our 
Bible hath it not) 1s in other Copies, (g) both 
Printed and Manuſcript; as alſo 1n one Eaſtern 
Tranſlation, that is, Not to do to others, that 
which Men would not have done to them- 
ſelves; the Seveiith, in the Command, to ab- 
ſtain from things ſtrangled. 

As we have ſeen, that the Will of God 
(which is the Rule of Conſcience) is taught us 
by that Law, which God hath imprinted, or 
ſtamped on our Hearts ; ſo more eſpecially it 


15 


$..5 
the Name of the ever-bleſſed God. 3. Of 


| 
; 
| 
| 
1 
3 


Clay es 
CorIHALS 


 krm'd by Chriſt and his Apoſtles in the New ; 
— asalſoall that are agreeing to the Law of Na- 


Wd 
©. 4 


® to obſerve, and ſo they are no part of the 


Is taught us by the Law contain'd in the Wri- 

tings of the Old and New Teſtament ; as by 
the Light of Nature, ſo much more by the 
clearer Light of Scripture. As the Light of 
Nature is the Candle of the Lord within us 

ſo the Scripture is a Lanthern to our Feet, and 
a Light to our Paths without us. As to the 
Laws contain'd in the Old Teſtament, there 


= are ſome that did belong only to ſome Perſons, 


or only to the Ages that were before the co- 
ming of Chriſt. As Circumciſion was com- 
manded particularly to Abraham and his Po- 
ſterity, to be a Sign of the Covenant between 
God and them, Gen. 17. 11. And fo Sacri- 
fices being appointed to be Shadows or Figures 
of the Sacrifice of the Death of Chriſt, and 
his Suffering in our Fleſh, did particularly be- 
long to the time before his coming : Other 
Laws there are which appertain'd to the Statc 
of the People of /ſrae!, before that Chriſt was 
made Fleſh, And m_ there are many 
which Chriſt and his Apo ſes have made void 
in the New Teſtament ; as the Laws concern- 
ing Meats, Drinks, their Holy-days, their obſer- 
ving the Regimings of Months, and their Sab- 
batb-days, Col. 2.16, Theſe we are not bound 


Rule of Conſcience, But all the Laws con- 
tain'd in the Old Teſtament, which are con- 


ture, and all that command any Virtue, are 
in force to us, as much as they were to the 


People of 1/rac!;, and confoenntyy Conſcience 
_— 
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is to be rol'd by "As The whole Law of Picty, 
Holineſs, Humanity, fþe na 2 Truth, Chaſtity, 
ighteonſneſs, Mercy, G ll Honeſty, or Pu- 
ty of Living, remains in force ſtill, ſays an An- 
Gent Writer (k). A great Champion for the 
Church of Rome ſays of their Adverſaries (that 
is of /\ 106g" 3- ag (1) they afſert ſuch a Chri- 
ftian Liberty, that we are not ubjett in Conſcience 
to any Law, and that Moſes with his Law of the 
Ten Commandments doth not appertain to s : But 
this is a moſt ap Slander thrown upon us 
by him. If a few Arinromians delude ſome ig- 
norant Perſons with ſuch wild Fancies (or ra- 
ther Dotages) this, ought not to be imputed to 
Proteſtants, who receive the Law of the Ten 
Commandments, as a Rule of Life, and 7ca- 
louſly maintain it to be fo againſt thoſe dan- 
gerous Sectaries. As to the To Teſtament, 
and the Laws contain'd in it, whether con- 
cerning, Belict or Practice, we arc bound to 
Gbcy them all ;, and they are all to be recciv'd 
as a Rule of Conſcience. | 
The Scriptures, both of the Old, and of 
the New Teſtament, are full fraught with the 
Commands of the Law of Nature, or the Law 
of World (as ſome call it) (m) ſuch as the Love 
of God and our Neighbour ; on which Two 
Cen ts bang the whole Lew ard the Pro- 
$, Mat. 22, 46. That i is, they are the 
Som 'of all that is taught in the Law and the 
opnets, touchiag our Duty to God, and 
eighbour. The like is ſaid of the Com- 
q odo to others as we would be done 
to; This ts the Law and the Prophe;, S. Mat. 7. 


Il 2. 


[ 19 ] 
t2. That is, this comprehends in ſhort all 


that is deliver'd by the Law and the Prophets, 
touching our Duty to our Neighbour (z). Nor 
is it in vain, that the Scripture abounds thus 
with the Laws of Nature : For there are ſome 
things, which perhaps, are nat impoſſible to 
be diſcerned by the Light of Nature, and yet 
few would haye diſcern'd them, if they had 
not been deliver'd more clearly in the Scri- 
ture. And as to other thinys, which many 
Wen might have diſcern'd to be Good or Evil, 
by the Light of Nature only ; it muſt needs 
more fully ſatisfie,and confirm us,that they are 
ſo, when we have the Evidence of God's own 
Teſtumony added thereto. W hereby it —_ 
how much we are bound to render to out Crea- 
tor, the Father of all Mercies, eternal Thanks, 
for, that he hath in Compaſſion to our Frailty, 
given us a Law, whereby we may more plainly, 
and fully underſtand, what is naturally Good, 
and what Evil, what Juſt, and what Unjuſt; 
whereby thoſe things are fect in a clear Light, 
which Nature's dim Lanthern ſhew'd but 
darkly, Withal, to thoſe of Nature, our 
merciful. God hath added Laws, requiring 
higher Dutics, in order to the obtaimng an 
higher End, than by the Light of Nature, we 
could have diſcover'd, or promis'd to our 
ſelves. By the Goſpel, the Bleſſed Jeſus hath 
orought Life and Immortality to light, as alſo 
the Way to it, that js, himſelf, S. Jo#n 14. 6. 
Both the Way and the End are ſuch, as could 
never have centred into the Heart oft Man, to 
conceive or apprehend, if "God himſelf had 

ES: G 2 nut 


[ 20 ] 
not graciouſly reveal'd them. This he hath 
done in the Scriptures, which precious Trea- 
ſure we ſhould be careful to uſe to our ever- 
laſting Good, as well as to the Glory and Ho- 
nour of him that gave it, ſecking by all means 
to know, what the Will of our God is, what 
1s righteous before him, what is holy, perfe, 
and good in his Sight, that we may truly 
and faithfully obſerve to do it, and make it 
"the Rule of our Conſciences and Lives, 

Thus it hath been ſhew'd,, what 1s the Rule 
of Conſcience, to wit, the Will of God. He 
is, that one great Lawgjver, that is able to 
ſave, and to deſtroy, S. Jam. 4. 12. Heonly 
hath Dominion over the Conſcience. This Will 
of God is made known to us by two Lights, 
the Light of Nature, and the Light of Scri- 
pture : The leſs Light, that of Nature rules | 
the Night, it gives ſome light to the Conſci- | 
ences of thoſe that are under the Night of 
Heatheniſm ; the greater Light, that of Scri- 
pture rules the Day, it is a Rule of Conſcience | 
to us, who by the Mercy of God enjoy the | 
glorious Day of the Goſpel. | 

Some have deny'd, that there is any Law of 
Nature(o): They ſaid,that there is nothing juſt 
and righteous in itſelf, or unjuſt, nothing ho- | 
neſt, or diſhoneſt, but in Nature all things are 7 
inditferent (p) One of the Ancients thought ' 
theſe Mca to have been but half awake at the 
beſt;othershave judg'd,that theyſcarce deſerv'd 
the Names of Men. But as theſe Men deny'd all 
natural Religion, fo a dangerous ſort of Men 
1s riſen of late, that are fur none but natural 
| Re- 


s 


bee, "Fa 
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Religion only. As to revealed Religion, « or 
that which is taught us in the Holy Scripture 
they admit no more of it, than the Light 
Natae doth approve of. Let theſe beware, 
leſt they provoke the Almi hty ſo far, as to 
give them over to further De lin that they 


admit neither of natural, nor of revealed Re- 
ligion, but throw away all. 


———_— mn _ at +. ne... i 
Any Ie. "Wo _—_— _ 


———— _ 


(a) That is good which God wills. }] Tam «z4a29y, 6718 
s ©4;5 Corsra, Dama! 758 des Ort od. Fi at, l 4. 0. 23+ 


(>) That which tcaches us, &s.] The Law i, »y Tyr? oo 
Jin 2% vere rn. ine Commandment wh; oh reacberb «/ thir, 
that 53, Wat God Wis, Dama; cm, lvid. 


(e) It is written by an immortal Nature, in an immortal 
Nind.” | Peiie Tud wa . {a0. Quod em 7 provus liber, His Words 


arc very remarked c, wit. Theic, N 6449s <xaudus; 3 5p25 
iy &, 5% vm 7H _— # TH NeS Innry pup 73s by 
a247d1 1s, 1 CHAGUS «+ Jurps day a? ; 42A UT" dInrdru 

6/15 devurr © ud tugrdry hariig T2TwiAtis. 
epublica, |. 3. ap. Laflantium, |. 6. 


(4) Thus C:icere.} De R 
c.$. To the lame purpolc Arijtecle, Ethic. |. yg. c. 10. lays, 
T3 2avau x91 Wy Kt war 4; 4 my dunly in dre 
97+ 75 709 £44 triad x, by Hliegars xo; rich which 
that ex2tly aZ7oes which LA beter. |. 1. Cc. 13. "BE 4 
MART : TU T1 AL 9 0u = Ji x avay x, ad) zop, T's, 
unde roy wie nfs CADE 8 hind Cy Sy am. 


(z) Six of which were given to Adam.) So Main de! 
lach. Melakim, c. 9g. in the beginning, TI'QN1 Muy © 
1 n> torr 1 PORT ER MBS, 
(/) Of blaſpheming. | It is known, that 
{omerimes 


To» bie(r, ſometime, To cur "_ 
thar ſome have here rranllatcd, Of bl: Nom 

i 4, w 
heming the 


by 


I 


(xs) In 
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(e) la other Copics, both Printed and Manuſcript, and in 
one of the Eaftern Tranſlations, } The Tranſlation is the £&- 
_ The Copies are Cantab. Sephan. :, 1c, and Complac. 
Ye have it alſoin Irowens, 1. 1. C. 12. 

(h) FRINENE Months. } The Word us'd, Ca!. 2. 16. is, 
VAI, we tranſlate it, The New Moon, and ſome have ſup- 
p3#'d, that it always ſignifies fo. Theſe derive it frum wlpy, 
which {tgnifics the Aeon, but 1 would know, why it may not 
bederi | from Wn y, whic ignikes 4 Afernt i), ary {4 3111 107-4 
may be the Beginning of the Monch, or the New Menth, And 
thus Suidas and Pharm interpret prunria BY i Ts wards 
&; 'n, 45 Tulimz Pollux doth by T; = PAK £7, ka ths I* oXCurs 
in Plu; arch more than once in this ſignihcation, \N Ty edly 
 Pwyuarrcd tehinrics Te hs "EAMNIIES CLUOATY EATON 
$ verry Piut arc. in Remus, And in Galba, 'E 793.517 uw vewn- 
Vie TH T{WwTY Mnror uy XaAdy du; aaadct Now all know that 
the Raman Calend:, or yuwari a were the Beginning, or Futt 
Day of the Month, and had no reſpect to the Change or Re- 
newing of the Moon. In Thacydiger, 1. 2. and Toſepimr, An, 
L 4. C. 4 and Epiphanins, Hav:f. 30. Num. 32, we meet with 
this Ex » rrpunria named owns (and the like we have 
i Phils de Septenarie) and doth not this imply, that there may 
be VWuanrl a F PPS. 1 JUL.ur Bt; ? 1 add, that in the Place ot bLIFS 
pow pruria is rendred menſir 1917tum, by Ep: phanius Schelaſti- 
. Finally in the 70. rewnrias, Narnb. 10. 10. and 28. 11, 
an{wers to the Words, which we rightly tranſlate, The Bog in- 
nings of the Manth, 1: fully appears then, that tho' pawwnric 
raay in fore Authors tignihe the Now Aber, yer it alfo tignifies 
frequently, tlc Beginning Of rH Arnh : And 1 had reafon to 
rracdlate 1t fo here, whete 1 ſpeak of the Laws of Afler, for 
Abſes commanded the lirachit to obierve (na the New Moons, 
but) the Beginnings of their Months. In the Beginnings of your 
Months, ye (hall blow with the Trumpets, Nan. 16. 19. In the 
Pegnaings of your Months, ye ſhall offer a Burnt-offcring, 

wad, 28. 11. 


(i) All that command any Virtue. } Thoſe Laws of Meſ+r arc 


eternal, whaic Reaſon is crernal ; now the Reaſon of thoſe Laws 
which cummaad truc real Virtue is eternal, 


V\ = Teriulli an d: pu, wp Bf 6. The 


s which immcduccly precede in him, are Oner a 
x1 nſque 84 Jomoom, ren romedia ; porum juge rjcile fur, 
8 diſoplingram ; libertas in Chriſto wen fects imweantie in- 


(1) A 


([ 23 ] 


2 of the Church of Rene.) Brlarmin oft 


(m) The Law of the World.] Sed neque jus mandi valuir, 
neque fadera ſanta, Gritibur Lucan, |. 16. oy 

(n) Touching our Duty our to Neighbour.] But that Law of 
dnyg A—, w/ nol! be dts my ny kad our 1 
to God too, according toS, Auſtin de Det. Chrift. 1. 1. c. 14 
ſhall tranſcribe his Words, ſonrentia cum referiur ad dile- 
t.onem De/, emnia flagitia wnrizntve, cum ad proxim!, enmia fa- 
Cnra, Nome 01mm out corrumpi habitaculum ſum, nm org0 
rb? eorrwnpere habitaculum Det . / (1 pjumn ſerlicrt, 


(#) They faid, that there is nothing juſt or us, Oc. ] 
Maney &) evou dizae þ xnandy a vpY; Ag Yoluw ty 
«41 3 fo Aviſtippur ap. Laertiom, 1.2. So Carneade: ap. Loft an- 


rex, 1. 5. C. 16. ranght ju naturale effec num. 


{p) One of the Ancients thought theſe Men to bave been buy 
half awake.) S. Azf?in or; DoF. Chrift. V. 1. c. 14. 
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CHAP.Av. 
Of a good and evil, a pure and defi- 


led Conſctence. 


| Good Conſcience 1s either vprightly and 
\ faithfully good, or peaceably good. 

A Conſcience uprightly or faithfully good, 
1s that, which being rightly taught or 1n- 
ſtructed, doth faithfully diſcharge the Offices 
abovemention'd, Chap. 2. to wit, the Offices 
of a Witneſs, Judge, Directer, Regiſter, Re- 
prover, Defender, Cc. It is thus good, when 
It is a faithful and true Witneſs, or gives a 
true and upright Judgment of Things. When 
it alſo, not only directs us to that which 1s 
good, or our Duty to do, but likewiſe urges 
and ſtirs us up to the doing, it; and on the 
other hand, draws back from that which is 
evil and ſinful. When it reproves us for do- 
ing, that which we ought not to have done, 
and for not doing that which we ought to 
have done; alſo defends and encourages us 
when we have done well. In a word, Con- 
ſcience thus good is always apainſt Vice, and 
for putting us upon all Virtue and Godlineſs of 
living. T his Conſcience uprightly, or faith- 
fully good, is often ſpoken of in Holy Scri- 
pture : As when we are bid to heve or bold 4 

Lood 


good Conſcience ,, that is, to continue to live ſo 
as a rightly inſtructed and upright Conſcience 
direfts us to live, or judges and witneſſes 
that we ſhould live : Sce 1 Tim. 1. 19. 1 Per, 
. 16, 

F A Conſcience peaccably good, 15 that which 
judges us to be in a good Eitate toward God, 
4nd that upon good Grounds, which witneſſes, 
that we are at Peace with God, and he with 
us ; not imputing to us our Sins : When Con- 
ſcience witneſſes nothing againſt us, we know 
nothing by our ſelves ; bit contrariwiſe it 
witneſſes, that we have walked before God in 
Truth, and with a perfect or upright Heart, 
doing, that which is good in his {ight, and that 
we are the Children of God, then it is peace- 
ably good. Thus the Apoſtlc had the Teſti- 
mony of his Conſcience, that in Simplicuty, and 
Godly Sincerity, he bad bad his Converſation in 
the World, 2 Cor. 1. 12. | add, Upon good 
Grounds, for tho? it ſpeak Peace, if it do it not 
upon good Grounds, it cannot be rightly cal- 
led good, A Conſcience peaceably good is 
only that which ſpeaks Peace with God's Al- 
lowance. 

| Hence it follows, that a Conſcience peace- 
| . ably good, is always likewiſe honeſtly or faith- 
fully good. It cannot be a true Meſſenger of 
Peace between God and us, unlefs it be up- 
righly good. A truly good Conſcience is up- 
right, as well as peaceable : But on the other 
hand, a Conſcience uprightly good is not al- 
ways peaceably good (a). Conſcience may be 
good and not quiet, as well as it may be quiet 
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[ 26 ] 
*#nd not good. The moſt faithful Servants of 
God may ſometimes apprehend, that God 
hides his Face from them, and be therenpon 
troubled. Holy Men have often complain'd 
of this, as we ſec in the Book of Pſalms, and 
elſewhere. 

An evil Conſcience is often mention'd” in 
Scripture, as well 25.a good, A Conſcience 
which 1s not faithtnfly or uprightly good, is 
always an evil one: Even when it ſpeaks Peace, 
it 18 an evil one, becauſe it doth it not accord- 
ing to Rule, and when it ought. That is an 
er1l Conſcience, which calls evil good, and 

evil, puts darkneſs for light, and light 
aarkneſe which before the Action doth 
not judge rightly, whether it ought, or ought 
got. to be done ;, nor after, whether it be done 
well, or otherwiſe : And ſo, if it be only 
ſich a Witneſs as that Zevir. 5, 1. which hath 
ſeen and known a Matter, and doth not 
ntter it ; that is, tho” it have ſeen and known 
that we have committed ſuch or ſuch Evils, it 
doth not accuſe us for them ;, or if it do not 

k Peace when it ought, but contrariwiſe 
oth ſpeak Peace when it ſhould create Trou- 
ble, or proclaim War ; or if jt accuſe when 
we do well, and excuſe when we do evil ; or 
finally, it 1t do not ſtir ns up to the doing our 
Duty, and withhold vs from doing the con+ 
trary to it, it is an evil Conſcience, A good 
Conſcience, when it ſees us drowſie, and neg- 
ligent in good Duties, ſays to us, Awake rhou 
that ſleepe#t ;, to ſtir us up powerfully to good, 
it ſays, It will never be any Grief, or Offence of 


Heart 


[27] 
| Heart tn thee, 19 do this; and to hinder and 8+ 
_ fright us from evil, it ſays, KnowefF thou noe 
that it will be Bureyneſs at the latter end ? and 
therefore the Conſcience which fails herein, 
| doth not powerfully urge and awake us to 
good, and withdraw or hinder us from the 
contrary, is 2n evil one. In a word, that 1s 
an evil Conſcience, which doth not faithfully 
| perform the Offices mention'd above, Chap. 2. 
 4n witneſſing the Truth, and gIVIng true 
| Judgment of Things, whether they be good 
or evil, &c, 
| The Scripture ſpeaks alſo of a pure, and of 
| a def'd Conſcience. The Apoſtle fays, That 
| (b) Deacons muft bold the Myſtery of the Faith 
in @ pure Conſcience, 1 Tim. 3. $9. and that he 
L /ort'd God in, or with a pure Conſcience, 2 Tim. 
'1. 3. A pure Conſcience, that is, 1. A fin- 
Y ccre Conſcicnce, = and free from all Guile 
| or Hypocrifie : We are ſure that St. Pax 
ſerv'd God thus, beving bis Converſation in Sim- 
pliciry and Godly Sipcerity, (c) or (as it 1s in the 
Greek ) Sincerity of God, approv'd by him, and 
S making us like him, 2 Cor. 1. 12. The P/al- 
$ /* calls him a Blefſed Man in whoſe Spirit (or 
Conſcience) there is no Guile, Plal. 32.2. 2. A 
Conſcience pure or free from the Filth of Sin, 
© cleags'd from the Defilements of the Fleſh 
and Pollutions of the World, and from all 
$ Unrighteouſneſs; yea in ſome meaſure from 
£ =! Sin in Thought, the Thoughts of our Hearts 
I being cleans'd by the Inſpiration of the Spirit 
of God., 3. A Conſcience pure and free from 
I Corrupt and Heretical Opinions, Hold the 
F Myſtery 
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Hſtery of the Faith in a pure Conſcience, not 
tainted with dangerous Opinions, ſuch as cor- 
rupt the Faith, if they do not overthrow it. 
We have a pure Conſcience, when we per- 
form the Duties of a pure and undefiled Reli- ; 
gion, and St. James, C. 1. v. 27. acquaints us 
what ſome of thoſe Duties are, Pure Rel;gion, 
(e) or Worſh:p, and undefiled before, (f) or with 
God, (that is, 1n the Account of God) and t/+ 
Father is this, to viſit the Fatherleſs and Widows in 
their Aﬀiiition, and for a Man to keep himſelf :1- | 
ſported from the World. 

By this we ſee what a dehVd Conſcience is, } 
of which we read, Tit. 1.15. To the Defild and | 
Unbelicvers nothin g 15 pure, but their Mind and 
Conſcience are both defild (es). By Mind we may 
here underſtand the Hearr, as knowing or un- 
derſtanding, by Conſcience the Heart, as (not | 
only knowing, but alſo) witneſſing and judg- 
ing: And ſo as to the Unbelievers (of whom 
the Apoſtle here ſpeaks) their Conſcience did 
not judge aright what ought, or ought not to 
be done, and ſo they did ſtain themſelves and 
It with unlawful Deeds, The Conſcience is 
defiled by dead Works, aud therefore it is 
ſaid, Heb. 9. 14. How much more ſhall the Blood 
of Chrift cleanſe awry Conſcience from dead Works ! 
As the Jews were defil'd by a dead Body, ſo 
1s the Conſcience dehV'd by dead Works, that | 
1s, ſinful Works, which ſeparate and eſtrange 
God (who is our Life) from us. Emil Thoughts, 
Aurtbers, Adulteries, Fornications, Thefts, Falſe- 
witrcſſings, Blaſbbemies, do all defile the Con- | 
ſcience : Finally, it is defl'd by every "_ Y 
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(29) 

they that did eat of Things offer'd to Idols 
(thinking an Idol to be ſomething) ſinn'd in ſo 
doing, and fo rheir C onſcience W4s defiÞ d, 1 Cor, 
hs / Y 
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{ a) Conſcience may be good, and not quiet.) Cmſtiontia alis 
| bong Of tranquila, alia bas © turbata; alia mala &> tran 
| gaifla, alia mais CG turbata. Bernard. lib. de Conſcientia. 


(b) Hold the MyRgL et the Faith.) The Apoſtle, as if he 

| forclaw that ſome would ariſe, who would aflerr, That there is 
no Myſtery in the Dottrin of Chriſtianity, very frequently calls 
it 2 Myſt /, in his Epiſtles, rwice in the Chapter which [ here 

Ss allcdge, Tm. 3. to Wit, v.g, & 16. The Author of Chriſftia- 
= nity ne myſfteriour, ſet. 3. mon. yo. takes notice of both theſe 
Texts, bur contents himielf with a brief Gloſs upon the for- 

| mer of them, Helding the Myſtrry of the Faith in a pure Can- 
ſcience, ver. 9g. that is, ſays be, living toe what they believe. 
Upon the later, v. 16. he is more large, and 1 ſhall tranſcribe 


= both the Apoſtle's Words, and alſo that which this Author ſays 


upon them, not alrcring, PR accing any thing, 
fave only the Figures, 1, 2, ©&c. The Apoltic's Words arc 
| theſe; Withou Comtroverſie great is the Myſtery of Godlineſs : 
| God was manifeſted in tie Ph, juſtified in the Spirit, leen 0 
Aug lr, preach:d wits the Gontiler, belivued on in the Welk, 
| received wp inte Glory, This Author's Words are theſe ; [ wit 
me now injiſt upon the variow Readings of thiſe Wards, nor 
eriticad det rr; ne which i; Pri out of ZIKUHH. 2. AT Par- 
ties, (bow much ſro thry aifer about their Smmſe) agree, that 
the Gradation: f the Wirje are Gaipei-Revelation;. 1. So that 
G 4s 
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that the 
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* thc a 
yo calls the Particulars that foilow ihe Tex: 
but whereas he achy That of 7 all Parties agree that 
No wn '« Go bel-Revel ation, | {ay, / x ou Perſcn 
b rv himſelf have Cad that t { are 2ll het oy tr 
n his ſenſe of the Ward, 7. e. as Goſpe-Revelations figr 


Thi revealed and by the Goſpel.” Yea, | ar Ne) 
Man  whar he ſays will affirm, that they are all 
ſuch. for, as to the Be: preactfd to the Grtiler, it was 
m_ £7 the Apo od. we For = CA aud his 
hen 425 to t ing bel: cv'd mn int 
the rg opera the en of ſach Blicf 0d fall _ ont Senſe, 
Ro the Cones rd ate Ffeus of it. The preaching 
w the Gentiles, and heir believing, were Fes d in the 
cies under the Law, but no Ma: Gar s this Author ) 
ſay, that they were reveal'd in ind *:he Golpel. Ti 
the 34, rhis Author only faith, That, cb4 Myſtery of Gadling) 
© mmm; wo gin'd to avy one, us it commer to them all y 
ſon why jt cannot be reſt; air'd ſo, Befides, ſup: 
It ſage be reftrain'd ro one, it 1s £@© vogh it on may be 
reſtrain'd to (ome, and be NOT COmUnmo yr + tem all ; as I have 
t now prov'd that it js not. To thc v4, he allo barely fays, 
the Alyftery of Ged/in/r refers not to the Nature of of © 
in particular, withour render of atiy Provt of it 
knew that it was dcny'd, Bur it is ſtrange, indeed, = he 
Sn lay, That the My/fery of God!inej: reere te ihe Reveiis- 
a of chew as it a Myſtery was 2 Revelatior N, or the pe ak 
ee of the Particulars mention'd was the Myſtery here 1 
of, Doth not this Author himſelf conttantly oppole | ſtery þ- 
and Revelation ? To the 5th and 6, We agree With this Au- 
thor, That we have juſt Cauſe to admire be aſtoniſh'd a1 | 
the merciful and gracious Condeſcenfion of the Al ughty, it 
the Manifeſtation fs Son ; but I do not underſfa "his 
Meaning in that which _ wit. Thar 7h Max. f Fatien if 
wy war 4 very great Myſtery to all preceding the New Tefta- 
he: wk op Heathen, iho' it is true, that 
ir warn hem, as it was hid from ther, they Knew 
hought of ſuch a thing ; yet it was 4 
xtherw! than othere ings of which they 
| were. s that liv's , wy 3 
Chritt, ifeftarion of the Aſſo] was foretuld to them 
OE Rd ons them waited for the Conſolacic 
of Iſrael by it ; but they did nor fully comprehe 
Ml maencr bow bc wat to be maticſte 
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& 43, 4 "oo thee pafe, RES: ir aPPcary, . bor the Ge- 
ſpill and be fodrmi « {ron ; Myfte- 


”y of the Faith, r nd Chrift, the Myſtery of 


iline(;, and * Myſtery of the Golpr!. ns this 7 r. 
And if” be had ſaid, fe o Myſtery of the Goſpel, and thols 
other Exprofiors. the Myſtery of the Faith, (>. are f 
- pl or if had C aid, that the Faith, and the in” 

and the Dottrin of Godlinefs, and the Goſpe 1, 


ymous, and that fo much appears tram the Palloges 2 
the we ronmcw, 'd Texts, rhis might have been allented! to. 


when he ſays That the Goſpel and the Myſtery of the Gofpd oe 

ory Sonkn w Expreffon: ; as | it the der Wy hery pF; no- | 
_ at all jr; al! thek places, he muff pudan us » if we do not 
ſubſcribe ro it. We ould ſooner believe, that (if he durit) 
he would blot the word &ffirry our of the whole  Telta- 


ment. Tothe $:+&, Here this Author conticont! uy concludes, Ns 
Dettrim then of thy Galpel t [:4 a Miſh the ward Then 


# | j Aa 
mplics, that this follows trom for mething that he had juſt now 
{a1d. Let him then pirch upon an thing which he hath hac 
ſaid, from which this can be inferr'd. But tho he cannot do 
this, yet be will prove it from A#7/20.20, 27. Inv. :c. the A- 
pot lays, 1 krpr back nothing that it profitable, [7 41 wot 70 
jw w it 16 you. In v. 27. he ſay bene 9 Mud fo pen to 
you the giele will, or Cann od 0 God. Thus mhor's Argt nent 
then muſt be this: S. Paul conceal'd from his Converts not 
that was uictul, and acquainted them with the whole Coun 
of Wall of God, theretoic no Dottrin of the Goſpel is ſtill 2 My- 
: To which we have a clear Anſwer in the Texts them- 
ſelves. The whole Will or Counſel of God, with which he 2c- 
quaimed ther, was 00 more than all that which God would 
— preached to them, and them to know, believe, and do; 
He kept back coxhing which was uſeful of profitable for thera, 
{, 6, Which chey ought to believe, hope for, 2nd &o, for the at- 
{nm at ot $ vanion. But as tor other things, which were not 
" fix them, and conſequently not fo neceffary to be 
| known by them (of which fort arc fundr hings relating ro 
the Doctrin of Chritt: anity) or which God lad not 9 ded 
him to preach ; he might 3 pure from the Blood of all Micn, 
tho' be did not 2c ook them with theſe. S. Pau! did not in 
his __ ciear all Difliculrics relating to the Do#tria of the 
Gonel, bur there were in ther things hard i be us Uruder 4 ood, 
> wreited to their own xitruttion : & 


| > Pd. 3.16. 
Tot that w alone remains, That te Goſpel canta! row, atier 
| if is ſulp revel, prop eperly be cad 2 Myftery, 1 vriclly anſwer, 


this be true) $ . Pard, who atier the Go 
reveal no fewer than cigty LIC: 


pol was fully 
| by this di /hor's on Con- 


tetlwon, 


of this Text, (fee the Anſwer, p. 84, Oc.) 
that the Reader hath conſulted h 


(c) In the Greek, Sincerity of God.] gent; Ow. 


4) Spirit or Conſcience.) By Spirit in many places of Scri- 

|, din underſtand hs I 3 The ſrng Spirit bearath 
witneſ; with our Spirit, Rem. 8. 16. 1. #. it bears witneſs tage. 
ther with our own. Conſcience, fays Orizon in Rem. 2. is. Ar 
{o in the ſame place he expounds 1 Cm. 2.11, Who brows the 
thing: of a Man, ſave the Spirit of Man, which i in him? And 
fo it may be underſtood, Prov. 20.37. The Spirit of Man u the 
Candle & Lamp of the Lord, ſrarching af the imward Chamber: 
o the Belly : The Spirit of Man, 7. e. his Conſcience, which 
earcherh and ſecs into the inmoſt things of Man. 


(s) Religion or Worſhip.] Ipnoxeie- 
(f?) Before or with God.] mpg. 76 O16. 


(4) Mind and Conſcience.) Here theſe twoare diſtinguiſh'd, 
ut fomctimces the Mind 1s put tor the Conſcience. In Cicero 
de Offi. |. 3. not far from the beginning, arc theſe words : Me- 
minerit Dn ſe adbibere teflon, 1.C. (ut arbitrer) mentem ſum, 
wihil homini dedit Dew ipſe divinizs. They arc alledg'd by 
La antine, L. 6. c. 24. who uſhers them in thus: Nev eninus 
mirabiliter de Conſcientia & Div Tullius ; clearly expounding 
Ment by Can: imtia. So Twumal ; Cui Figida ment oft Crim: - 
n:bus, racita ſudant praecerd. a cu/pa Satyr. 1. and Occuſturmn qua- 
tients anime teriore flagedamm, Satyr. 14. And in the Scriprune, as 
Ram. 7, \. With my mand 1 forwe the Low of God, with my fleſh 
the Law of Sin; i.7. my Conſcience tells me, That I ought to 
y the Law of God, yer my Fleſh draws me to obey the Law 
of Sin: (Alizdq; C17:a2 Mens aliud ſuadet, Ovid. Meram. |. 7. 
Kam. 7 23. by the Law of the Mind may be under 
Contcience : > Dame)c. de Orth. Fid.l. 4, © 23. 
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CH AF. V; 
Of a weak, an accuſmg or excuſing 
/» wounded , and a ſear'd Con- 
{czence. 


but not fully inſtruted in the Doqrine 
Chriſtianity, and which, for want of ſuch 
Inſtruction, is apt to judge and condemn thoſe 
that make uſe of their lawful Chriſtian Liber- 
ty; and alſo the Perſon that hath it is cafily 
drawn, by the Example of others, to that 
s which he cither ought not to do, or doubts 
| Whether he may lawfully do it. It is men- 
tion'd more than oace in one Chapter, 1 Cor,$, 
(4) There iu not in all Knowledge, but ſome out of 
or with Conſcience of an Taol, cat as of things of- 
fer'd to an 140! ;, and their Conſcience, being weak, 
x defiPd ;, thus the Apoſtle, v. 7. And ». 12. 
| Sinmang thus againſt the Brethren, and wounding 
their weak Conſcience, ye ſin againſt Chriſt, To 
the ſame purpoſe he Cith, v, 10, If any one fee 
thee, that haſt Knowledge, ſuting at Meat in the 
Idol-remple, (hall nor the Conſcience of him, being 
weak, be cmbolden'd to cat of things offcr'd 19 an 
W /dol? It is manifeſt what is meant by a weak 
g Conſcience in theſe places, to wit, a Conſcience 


A Weak Conſcience 1s a good Conſcience, 
0 


C34] 
not fully inſtruted concerning Idols, which 
had not lara) that an Idol is nothing, (ſee v.4.) 
All had not this Knowledge, all Men had it 
not, yea, all Chriſtians had it not, but ſome 
ſtil} had Conſcience of an Idol, that i is, judg'd 
it to be ſomething, and were 'embolden'd by 
the Example of othe s, who had more Know- 
ledge thas they had, to eat of Meats ofter'd to 
dol, as if y was ſomething, 
An accuſing and excuſing Conſcience arc | 
mention'd Rom. 2. IS Their Confeicrce bearing | 
witneſs, and their Thonebe: or Reaſoriings accuſing | 
or exerſing one another. What an accuſing Con- 
ſeience 18, every one knows, By excuſing here 
is meant (not the finding out Excuſes Ba our } 
Faults, and ſeeking to leſſen them, but) Con- | 
ſcience, ts clearing us from ſuch or ſuch Sins, 
its witnef! ng either that we did not commit 
them, or th: at if we did commit them, Gop 
hath 'pardon' d them, and doth not imputs 
them to us. The Word which we tranſlate / 
Fxcufine ( _ Defending. A remarkable 
Example © f Conſcience its Accuſing and that 
many Years after-the Sin was committed, we 
have in 7o/eph's Brethren, Cer. 42. 21, when 
they ſaid, IW: are verily grulry concerning onr Bro- 
ther, in that Tc Jaw the anguiſh of bis Soul when be 
beſorght ww, ana wewonld ot tar ;, therefore & thu 
diftref come npon ws, They only & "ding that | 
which their Conſcience ſaid to them. We 
may belicve that their Conſcicnces had not 
been altogether quiet before this, but it now | 
dealt more roundly with them, ſaying, (6): 
Perily, or an trith » Jou are gitilty : It now CEr- 


tawuly 


[35] 

tainly appears that you are, for this preſegt 
Diſtreſs 6 befallea you from Gop, for ik 
which you did to your Brother. Conſcience 
accuſeth and exculeth either ourſelves or 0- 
thers. In the Inſtance of 7o/ep/s Brethren, 
every Man's Conſcience accus'd himſelf, but 
In the forc-alledg'd Text, Rom. 2. 15. the 

Conſcience3 even of Heathens (according toour, 

and other (c) Tranſlations) are ſaid to accuſe 
and excuſe one another. If the Conſcience of 
| one judg,'d that another had done well, it ex- 
| cu&d or defended him if contrariwiſe that he 
had done that which he ought not to have 
done, it accus'd or condemn'd him. 

Of a wounded Conſcicace we read, 1 Cor. 8, 
| 12. Sinning ſo againſt the Brethren, and wounding 
W their weak Conſcience, ye ſin againſt Chriſt; They 
wounded the Conſcicnces of their Brethren by 
cmboldening them to cat thinggdffergl to an 
Idol, ( ſee v. :o.) and that with Conſcience 
of the 1dol, ( v. 7.) that is, thinking, the 1dol 
to be ſomething, and cating ig, honour of it ; 
ia doing which they muſt nefiin. Now 
every Sin wounds the Conſciame, more or 
leſs. Every Sin wounds Conſcience, as it 
| leaves ſome Guilt upon it, if the Perſon know 
that he hath ſinn'd. But every Siu wounds 


W Conſcicace chiefly as it provokes Gop to 


withhold ſome meaſure of his Grace, where- 
upon the Conſcience becomes lets able to re- 
| fiſt Sin afterward. Alſo when Conſcience 
| Would ſtir us up to the doing any Good, or 
withhold us from the committing any Sin, 
and we will wot hearken to 1ts Voice, and obey 
D 2 It, 


(36) 


it, this wounds it in another ſenſe, to wit, 


as it occaſions _ toit. Some by a wounded 
Spirit, Prov. 18. 14, underſtand a wounded | 
C onſriece and by. a wornded C onſcience they 
underſtand a Conſcience ſtung or wounded 
with the Guilt of Sin, or the Senſe of their 
Miſerable Eſtate by reaſon of their Sins, they 
being (as the Perſons conceive) unpardon'd. 
But undoubtedly the ron, a wounded 
Spirit, in that lace ſignifies the Spirits being | 
extreagmly caſt down, or broken, with any 
Trouble whatſoever, whether it be this that 
they # of, (to wit, Trouble for Sin) or 
any other. 

Of a ſear'd Conſcience there is mention, 
1 Tim. 4. 2. Having their own Conſcience ſear'd 
with an hot Iron, They have brought their 
Conſcience to that paſs, that it feels no more 
than any paxt of their Body would, after its 
being {&r'd "with an hot lron. BY a long- 
continu'd Cuſtom of Sin they have ſo harden'd 
themſelves, that they. haye not the leaſt feel- 
ing of the, Wounds that they receive, even by 
the greatelbns. They arc like him, in Prov. 
23. 35. bey have ſmitten me (ſays he) and | 
was not fi ck, they bave beaten me, and I of he it not, 
or knew it not, | He was ſofar from eeling It, | 
that he knew nothing of it. And thus it is 
with theſe Men, they are altogether paſt fecl-| 
ng, as the Apoſtle, Eph. 4. 18, 9. Becauſe 
of rhe Hardneſs of their Heart being att feeline, 
they gave themſelves over to Laſcivio J neſt, ro pra- | 
tiiſe all UCnclearness with ereedinef, Tho' thcy 


did the vileſt thinzs, they were not concern'd, 8 
OT 


(37 ] 
\ or touched at all with remorſe for them. The 
\ contrary to this is a teader Conſcience. Such 
\ was good Foſiah's, Becauſe (ſays Gop to him) 
| thy Heart was tender, and thou didft humble thy 
| ſelf, and weep before me, when thou heardeſt what 
J ſpake agairſt this place, 2 Kings 22,19. Such 
| alſo was David's, 1 Sam. 24. 5, when hs Heart 
ſmore him for cutting off the Skirt of Sauf's 
Robe. A little before this, Sau! barbaroully 
| murther'd eighty and five Per ſons, that did wear 4 
Linnen Fphod, as alſo the Men, Women, Children 
and Sucklings that dwelt in their City, 2 Sam. 22, 
18, 19, and yet his Conſcience did not ſmite 
him for all this ; but David felt the Checks 
| and Smitings of Conſcience, he griev'd at his 
Heart (4), when he had only cut off the Skirt 

_ of Sax's Cloathing. 


< n Fl " ——— . —_ o—— ſt 


At 
nes 
ns ada. __ 


(a) With Conſcience.] TY avvrtdy 1. 
| (5) In truth you are guilty. } NIFUN JON ; 
In truth we are Deb:ers or Sinmere, Chald. So alſo the Syr. In 
the 70, inſtcad of 1% are guilty, it is oy « wagrian 5 10uy, 
We arc in Sins, 7. e. guilty of very heinous Sin. It fs proba- 
= that they took the Ms ward COINWUN to be « Noun 
:bſtanrivc. | 


(c) According to our and other Tranſlations. } Our Tranſla- 
| tion hath, The man while, accuſing & excuſmg we ane her ; but 
| mn the Margin inſtead of, The man while, ene matber, we have 
| Between them {elrover; and fo the Vulgar and others, iter fe in- 

wee ; and 1 fee no Reaſon why we ſhould diſallow this 
| Tranſlation ; yea, it ſeems to agree belt with wereFu 21+ 
| Ay in the Original. 


| (4) He griev'd at bis Heart.) "VITA M1 WN, Chal, 
ir | S818. 2.4 \. | ' Fs 


, 
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OH S PVT.. 
Of ſeveral other ſorts of Conſcience. 


O thoſe that I have mention'd, and of 


pture, Divines have added ſundry other ſorts 
of Conſcience yz as, 


1, The Ignorant Conſcience, which hath 
not its Eyes enlighten'd to judge and diſcern 
between Good and Evil, and for want of the 
Knowledge of the Will of Gop, cannot per- 
form its Duty as it onght. It is a blind Guide 


which there is expreſs mention in Scri- 


leading the Blind. The Light of the Body is 8 


the Eye ; and Conſcience, which is the Eye of 
the Soul, ſhould be the Light of it ; But when 
Conſcience is ignorant, the Light that is ia } 


the Soul is Darkneſs. Such a Conſcience can if 


perhaps eſpy ſome very heinous or notorions 
Sins, but other Sins it ſwallows without di- | 
ſcerning them at all. If its Eycs were open'd 
as the Eyes of Elifkn's Servant were, it would 
ſee Armies and Legions of Sins, when now it 
diſcovers few or none. 


2. The Erring Conſcience, which gives a 
wrong Judgment, doth not judge as the thing i 
is, puts Evil for Good, and Good for bets 

ot! Bw 


doth not judge aright, cither of our ' Eſta 
or of our Duty ; either of the Lanfulnes 
Things, or their Unlawfulnefs. 


: 


3. The Doubting Conſcience, which inclines 
or allents to neither part, it cannot fay ei- 
ther that the thing is true, or that it is falſe; 
either that it ought, or ought not to be done, 
but hangs, as it were, in the middle, 


4. That which they call (how properly [ 
ſhall nut determine) a Probable Conſcience, 
when the thing ſeems probable, yet we are 
not fully perſwaded in our Conſcience con- 
cerning it. As we fay in common Speech, / 
think the Thing « fo, but am not certain of it, 
it may prove otherwiſe, It differs from the 
Doubting Conſcience thus ; the Doubttul Con- 
ſcience inclines to neither part, but this Pro- 
bable Conſcence inclines to the one part, ſup- 
poſe that the Thing is true, or that it ought 
to he done, but not without ſome Fear or $y- 
ſpicion of the contrary ; to wit, that it may 
not be true, or that tt cannot lawfully be 
done. The Doubting Conſcience contiders 
the Arguments on both lides, and dares not, 
or cannot chuſe either : The Probable Con- 
ſcience chuſeth one ſide, but not without ſome 
Suſpicion that it doth not chuſe right. 


The Scrupnlous Conſcience, which fears 
or ſuſpe®t 's that the doing ſuch a thing is fin- 
fv}, or that he jndgeth amiſs, when he hath 


no Grounds (or only very light and inconli- 
D 4 derable 
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(4 46 $1. 
derable ones) for ſuch a Suſpicion. His Judg- 
ment or Belief is built upon a good Foundati- 
on, but upon ſome very {light account he dares 
not truſt to it. He dares not rely upon that 
which he cannot but believe, there being no 
Ground for that Fear, or only ſuch as 1s alto- 
gether trifting, Such a Con/\ irnce 15 a Compa- 
nion of Melancholy, which makes Men to 
fear that thcy do err, only becanſe they know 
that they know that tiey may err, This 
Melancholic Diſpoſition, with the Fear atten- 
ding it, betrays the Succours of their Rea- 
lon, : 


6. The Secure Conſcience, which: fears no 
= when there 1s the | reateſt Reaſon that 
> to fear it. It ſuffers Men to go on in 

their Sins, without giving them any manner 
of diſturbance. 1t tells them, that there is 


Peace and Safety, when they may expect De- 
ſtruction to come upon them ſuddenly, as Tra- 
ke upon a Woman with Child. This Cor- 
ſeience differs much from a Conſcience peaccabl y 

bod, for here is no true Peace, ( No Peace, 
n_ 3 Goa, to the Wicked, fa, 468. 23, *& 


$7.21.)it 15 not a Peace, but only a Truce that 
they enjoy, and when the” time of the Trunce 
15 ended they may expe that Conſcionce will 
aſſault them more fiercely, Sim lies ar the door, 
Gen. 4. 7, and tho' it ſeem to ſleep at preſent, 
it will awake one time or other, An ancient 
Writer tells us when it will awake moſt cer- 
tainly, if it do not ſooner, to wit, at the laſt 
Judgment for, inſtead of, Sin Lies at the Doxr, 
he 


h, Thy Sin is reſer/d to the Day of Fudg 
ment, Proſperity, or abundance of Buſinef 
or pleaſant Company, may caſt Men into a 
Spirit of Slumber, and they may put the Evil 
Day far from them ; but this Calm will cer- 
tainly end in a Storm, thu” they be ſecure, they 
are not fafe, their Condemnation ſleepeth not 
tho' they do. 


7. The Dull and Drowſie Conſcience, which 
does ſomewhat of its Duty, but ſo dully, after 
| ſuch a drowhie, ſluggiſh manner, that no a- 
mendment follows. King Agrippe's Confci- * 

| ence, A: 26. 28. was ſuch : It told him that 
| St. Paw''s Diſcourſe had made it clear, that he 
zght to become a Chriſtian; but it did it fo 
dully, ſo fieepily, that he was only almolt per- 
ſuaded (b): T hou almsſt (or a little) perſnadeſt me 

| robe a Chriſtian, ſays he to St. Paxl : Whereas 
if Conſcicace had done its Duty in ſuch ſort as 
it ought, he might have been (not half per- 
ſuaded, but) wholly brought over to the Faith 
of Chriſt. This Conlſcigace is ſometimes a- 
s wak'd, but preſeatly returns to its former 
| ſleepineſs. Thus it was with Fd:x, when up- 
| ON oC, #7 aul $ reaſoning 97 Righreouſreſs, and T em- 
perance or Chaſtiry, (c) and thea clapping in 
| with Judgment ro come, he trembled, Aits 24. 
25. His Conſcience (it ſeems) was throughly 
| awak'd, and told him, that he had liv'd in all 
Unrighteouſneſs and Luſt, or Laſciviouſnelſs, 
(d) and how great reaſon he had to fear that 
dreadful Judgment, and yet it fell aſleep 
quickly agaia. Saw's Conſcience was Ws 

jy wak'c 
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the preſent wo he ſaid to David, 

ar ”  righreous & then F.''1 Sno; 24. 17, 

ſumed, &c. Chap. 26. 21. and yet it 

ſpeedily return'd to its wonted ſleepy Condi- 

he did not leave off perſecuting Da- 
yy until he heard that he was fled to Gath : 


See Chap. 7.4 


8. The ſtupid, or ſtupified Conſcience, This 
they make ny ws a above a dall,or drow- 
fie ties and the next degree to @ ſeared 
Conſcience. The dull or drowſie Conſcience 
doth ſomething of its Duty in acculing for 
Sins paſt, (c) and withholding from Sin, an4 

ſtirring up to the doing Good for the time to 
come, tho? it doth it very heavily and flnyriſh- | 
ly; but this ſtypihed Conſcience doth nothino 
of its Duty, doth not accuſe at all, unleſs for 
very heinous and horrid Sins indeed, or when 
it frels the Smart of ſome extraordinary 
Plagues or Judgments. Phareac was an Ex- 
_ of this : He was not brought to a Senſe 
Confeſſion of his heinous Sin, in harden- | 
ing his Heart againſt the Lord, and being dif- 
obedient to his Command ; and aSking, Who 
is the Lord, that I ſbould bis Voice, and ttt 
Iſrael 0 ? Exod. q.- 4; entil he had felt the 
heavy Stroke of ſundry moſt dreadful Plagnes. 
Then at laſt he confeſs, I have ſinned, the 
Lord is righteous, I and my People are wicked, Exod. 
0. 27. This is alſo call'd a benumm'd Con- 
ſcience. 
Other ſorts of Conſcience might have been | 
added, as a Phariſaical Conſcience, that ſtrains 


Sb 


at a Gnat, and Fa ng a Camel, that can 
endure a Beam in its own Eye, and yet not a 
Mote in another's Eye. So they tell of a Per= 
verſe Conſcience, of a regenerate and unr 
nerate Conſcience, of a Legal and Evangelical 
Conſcience, of a ' preſuming and deſpairing 
Conſcience, of a Conſcience too ſtrait or nar- 
row, when Men think that they Sin in cvery 
thing, and a Conſcience too wide and large, 
which can ſwallow the groſleſt Sins without 
-_/ _—_ Ge, but | ſhall not calarge upon 
tacle. 


ANEENEIPANRELY | = oo —— 


(a) Thy Sin is reſerved to the Day of 


Judgment.]J So the 
_ Chaldce Pa 


raphraſt, or Targum Onkelsr, WY) TWNE=T nj $7, 


RI. 


LY (6) Thou almoſt, or a little perſuadeſt me.] iy 3a/yu wi 
Vos « | 


Lo, Temperance or Chaſtity.) gy «27s, that is, Conti- 


and may denote Chaſtiry, cnn as Temperance in Mcats 
and ond Drinks. 


(4) All —_—_ and Luft or Laſciviooſneſs.) Tati- 
tw, Hi Lay 5. lays that por anne [evitiam as libi- 
ED 48 OXtrO67 25 Anna. [. 12, be lays 


dinem yu regrnm 
ot him, Cunt?s maicfa's | oy PWR FA, 


{z) Acculing fur Sins pl woRng from 74 
time to come. } When Conigence performs its Dn, 22 


rity prcc ata Aw _ [frog commrtere refug it, 


CHAP. VII 


Some Caſes or Queſtions concerning an 
Erring Con ſcience. 


Hether do we ſin, if we do any 


Queſt. 1. 
Q thing againſt Conſcience, when 
it is in an Error ? 


Anſw. We do fin. An Erring Conſcience 
binds ſo far, that we cannot go againſt it, and 
be guiltleſs. If Conſcience judge a thing to 
be evil (tho' falſly) we ſin, and offend againſt 
the Majeſty of Goo, if we do it. Thoſe a- 
mong vs, that hold it unlawful to Swear, do 
ſin 1 they do ſwear, not in ſwearing ſimply 
(for the Chriſtian Relir ion doth not forbid 
them to ſwear when the Magiſtrate commands 
them, provided they do it in Righteouſneſs, 

udgment and Tr ath) but in fraring againſt 
the Perſuaſion of their Conſcience, The Rea- 
fon is, becauſe if 1 do that which my Conſci- 
ence tells me the Law of "God forbids, or if | 
do not that which it tells me, that the Law 

God commands, 1 do certainly ſlight theWv- 
thority of the Lawgiver. When my Conſci- 
ence ſays, that God hath commanded me to 
do this, and ſhun that (tho' indeed he hath 
commanded neither) if I do not the one, and 


" ſhun 


#, -"" 

i , of 
ſhun not the other, it is manifeſt, that I de- 
ſpiſe that which 1 believe to be God's Com- 
mand. He muſt needs be concluded to deſpiſe 
the Law, and to light the Authority of the 
Maker of it, that doth that which he in his 
Conſcience judges to be contrary to that Law, 
tho' he be miſtaken in that Judgment. 


Q«. 2, Whether may a Man be bound to do 
according to an erring Conſcience, fo that if 
he do not, he ſins ? 


Anſm, He may. As if he judge that Scri- 
pture to be truly Canonical, and the Word of 
God which is not, ſo long as he continnes in 
this Miſtake, he 1s bound to yield the ſame 
Belief, Obedience, and Reverence to it, which 
he ought to yield to thoſe that are indeed the 
Word of God ; and he fins if he do not. So 
ſhe that belicyes a Man to be her lawful Huſ- 
band, muſt loye, honour, and obey him as her 
Husband,ſo long as ſhe knows not the contrary; 
{ tho' the Truth is, that he is not her lawful 

Husband, but the Husband of another Wo- 
 man,'whom he had marry'd before he married 
her. Many other Inſtances may be given of this. 
_ » On, 3. If a Man thro miſtake judge that 

the Law of God requires him to do ſome- 
thing, or to refrain from it, whea it indeed 
doth not, what is he to do 1a this caſe ? 


FAnſw, It is to be conlider'd, whether that, 
which he through miſtake judges himfſelt 
bound by the Law of Gcd to do, be lawful 


OT 


* 
I 003-. 
6r unlawful: 1, If it be lawful, undoubtedly 
he ought to follow Conſgience, and to do ac- 
cording to that which it requires, tho? it errs 
in tellin og him, that he is bound by the Law of 
God to do it. Some weak Chriſtians in the 
Apoſtles time thonght themſelves bound to 
abltaia from ſome Kinds of Meats, in which 
they greatly erred (for Meat commendeth not us 
to God, neither if Wwe ear are we the better, or if 
"we eat not, the worſe, 1Cor. 8, 8. and wry Crea- 
ture of Go 4H, g' 20d, and none is to be v1 fusd, be- 
mg receiv wit) Thankſgiving, 1 Tun. +. +: Os 
God creaicd then; to be vectiv/d, v, 3.) yet 25 long 
as they contigu'd in that Error, they were to 
abſtai;: from thoſe Meats. Becauſe, tho' they 
had not really diſobey'd the Law of God in 
cating, yet we) verily. believ'd 1 their Con- 
ſcience, that they ſhould have difobey'd his 
Law, if they had eaten. It on the other 
hand, that which hs erriag 0: alcience ſaith, 
that hc ought to do be unlawful, he certainly 
ſins if he do it, a5 will appear in the Anſwer 


to the next Queſtion, 


. Whethcr -may not a Man through 
the Ke of his Conſcience be under a neceſ- 
ſity of ſinnips, whether he do the thing which 
his Conſcience judges that he ought to x4 Or 
_ dothit not? 


Arſw. Yes, 2s in the Caſe laſt mention'd. 
He whoſe Conſcience errs ſo unhappily, that 
It judges, that bc vupht to do that which is 
valaw ful, is under a necefſity of linning, whe- 
ther 


3 & FO 
ther he do the thing, or do it not : 1. If he 


do it not, he goes againſt hi Conſtiexce : 
which faith, that it is the Will or Command- 
ment of God, that he ſhould do it: And 
he cannot go againſt his Conſcience, and be 
guiltleſs, as hath been ſhew'd in the Anſwer 
to the firſt Queſtion. While Men continne in 
_ their Error, they ſuppoſe that their Conſci- 
ence doth not err, but judges aright ; and 
conſequently they ſuppoſe, that it is really 
the Wi!l and Commandment of God, that they 
ſhould do that which their Conſcience requires 
them todo; and if they do it not, they neg- 
tet to-do that which (as they believe) God 
doth CONS them, and innegletting to do 
it they lin. On the other hand, when his 
erring Conſcience tells any Man, that he ought 
to do that which is unlawful, or which God 
hath forbid him, if he do it, he alſo ſins. Thus 
the Jew: offended God moſt grievouſly in kil- 
ling the Lord of Life, and his Apoſtles, tho* 
their Conſcience told them, that they did God 
good Service in it. When God forbids that 
which Conſcience through Error commands, 

Men certainly fin it they obey the Commands 
of Conſcience, tho' true it 1s, that they ſin 
alſo if they 4 not obey them. So that ig this 
Caſe, they cannot avoid Sin, whether they fol- 
low Conſcience, or do not tollow it : If "they 
do follow it, they do that which God for- 
bids; if they do not tollow it, they neglect 
to do that which they believe to be God's 
Command. If they tollow it, they fin by go- 
ing againſt, or-tranſgrefiuig the Law of God 


if 


| [45 ] 
if they do not follow it, they fin by, going a- 


ainſt the Judgment of their own Conſcience, 
The Galatians that were perſuaded by falſe 
Teachers, that they ought to be Circumciſed, 
ſeem to have been in this unhappy Condition. 
If they were not circumcis'd, they finn'd by 
omitting that which their Conſcience told 
them, that they were bound to do by the Law 
of God, If they were circumcis'd, the A- 
poltle tells them, That Chr:## would profit them 
nothing, Gal. 5. 2. and that they would mate 
themſelves Debtors to do the whole Law, Ver, 3. 
and they muſt of neceſſity ſin in putting them- 
ſelves into ſo ſad an Eſtate, He, whoſe err- 
ing Conſcience tells him, that God hath for- 
bid that which he in truth commands, is un- 
der the ſame unhappy neceſſity of ſinning,whe- 
- ther he do it or do it not : If hedo it not, he 
ſins, becauſe he obeys not God's Command : 
If hedoit, he ſins in doing that which he be- 
lieves Gcd to have forbid, tho* indeed, he 
hath not forbid it. The like may be ſaid of 
thoſe, who judge the Things commanded by 
their Supcriors in Church or State, to be un- 
lawful, and forbidden of God, when they 
are not. If they do theſe things, they fin in 
doing that which they through the Error of 
Conſcience believe to be forbidden by God : 
If they do them nct, they fin in diſobeying 
the lawful Commaad of their Superiors. 


. Some ask, how it-can be conſiſtent 


_ On, 

with the Equity of God's Law, that Men 

ſuuld be thus under a neceſſity of ſigning, fo 
that 
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that whether they follow Conſcience, or fol- 
low it not, they ſu 


Anſw. 1. If this neceſſity of ſinning was 
from the Law of God, if his Law did forbid 
both that which we do when we follow Con- 
ſcience, and alſo that which we do when we 
do not follow it,then it was not equal. But it is 
not ſo, for the Law of God forbids only that 
Which we do when we obey the Command of 
Conſcience, not that alſo which we do when we 
diſobey its Commands. When we diſobey its 
Command, we do not fin as doing that which 
is forbidden by God ; the Sin is only in the 
Manner of doing, becauſe we do againſt the 
Judgment or Perſuaſion of our own Conſcience. 

2. As it appears, that this neceſſity is not 
from the Law of God, ſo it will caſily appear, 
that it is from our ſelves ; and therefore, we 
muſt not complain of the Law, that it is 
not equal,” but lay the Fault upon our ſelves. 
It was through our own default, that Con- 
ſcience was firſt led into Error, and it is our 
own fault, that it continues in it. By ſuſpe&- 
ing our ſelves, and giving car to the Admo- 
nitions of others, by Inquiry and Prayer, we 
might diſcover our Error, and fo lay it aſide ; 
and then we ſhould be no longer intangle d 
with this neceſſity of ſinning. So long as 
Conſcience continues in its erring Perſuaſion, 
we have two Maſters commanding contrary 
things, Conſciencc commands that which God 
forbids ; but when its Error is diſcover'd and 
corrected, God and I come to * . 

etfec 


effe& but one Maſter, for they now teach one 


and the ſame thing. In a word, this unhap- 
y neceſſity of ſinning is not abſolute, but on- 
# ſo long as we remain in Error, which we 
St not do, but may by the Means fore- 
mention'd diſcov vr it, wad ſo lay it down. 


Qu. 6. Whether can the Error of Con- 
fcience cauſe ſuch a Change, as that things 
otherwiſe good and lawful become unlawful 
and evil, or on the other i de, that which 
is otherwiſe unlawful and evil becomes law- 


ful ? 


Anſw., 1. It is not the Power of any Per- 
ſuaſion of Conſcience td alter things ſo, but 
that every thing that was good till remains 

good, and cv cry thing that was evil remains 
evil, and that in the me degree of good and 
CV il; that 1s, 1t remains DARE better nor 
worſe than it was before. . Notwithſtand- 
ing this, (a) a Man's Conftie ence or Judgment 
may make that which is rood and lawful in it 
ſelf, to become ſinful and unlawful to him. 
We have the Apoſtle's Authority for it: / 
now, and am perſuaded, that nothing is unclean of 
wſclf, but if any one eſteem it to be unclean, to him 
4t 1s nuclear, Rom. 14. 14. His erring 'Belief, 
or Perſualtion makes that to be unclean and 
unlawful to him, which is not fo in itCelf, 
3. But it will not tollow on the other hand, 
that it 15 in the Power of any Man's Judg- 
ment or Conlcicace to make that which is un- 
lawful 1a itſelf, to become lawtul to him. 


Men 


LL... 

Men niuſt not flatter themſelves, or vainly 
Dream, that any one of the things which 
S. Paul condemns in the Heathens, Rom. 1. 
29. or reckons up as Works of the Fleſh, Gal, 
J 19, 20, 21, will become lawful to him, if 
e judge it to he lawful. No Error of Con+ 
ſcience can alter the Nature of that which is 
in itſelf evil. Sin is fin, and ſo remains not- 
withſtanding any contrary Perſuaſion of Cons 
ſcience, as cvil will remain evil, though 
Conſcience ſay a thouſand times, that it 1s 
not evil. 


Os. 7, Whether doth it always hold true, 
that we ſin when we follow Conſcience tell» 
ing us, that we may, or ought to do that 
which 15 forbidden and unlawful ? 


Anſw. 1 conceive, that there are none who 
will deny, that if our own Sin and Negli- 
gence was the Cauſe of the Error, if cither 
we neglected the Means of having our Con- 
ſcience rightly inſtructed, or God by way of 
puniſhment for ſome ſin of ours ſaffer'd us to 
be miſlead, or our own Intereſt, Partiality, 
or Prejudice drew us into the Error, we cer- 
tainly fin, if we do in this caſe follow Con- 

ſcience. But there arc, who ſay, that if it be 
| not our fault, but Conſcience 1s innocently and 
unayoidably miſguided, it we have done our 
belt to prevent or remedy it, and no fin of 
ours was the Cauſe of it, then there is no fin, 
either in the Error, or in following Conlct- 
ence Erring, Now perhaps we need not to 

_ trot ble 
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trouble our ſelves much about it, whether 
this be true or no ; for theſe Men cannot but 
confeſs, that it is very rarely, that it is not 
our fanlt, that Conſcience is miſlead ; they 
are very few that will preſume to ſay, that 
they have committed no Sin, which might 
provoke God to ſuffer them to be lead into 
Error, or that they have done their beſt to 
have Conſcience rightly informed, or that 
they are in no danger of being drawn aſide 
by Prejudice, Partiality, their Intereſt, or | 
the like ; ſo that if it was true, that they 
who err not through their own fault, do not 
ſin in following Conſcience erring, it would 
be the Caſe of very few, the moſt falling in- 
to Error, through their own negle@ or de- 
fault, in one kind or other. Yet I grant, 
that the more diligent we are to prevent the 
being lead into Error, and the more fincere- 
fy we have endeavour'd to have our Conſci- 
ences rightly inſtructed, we are the more ex- 
cnſable if through Humane Frailty we be 
miſlead, and ſo follow a miſguided Conſci- 
ence, | grant alſo, that there may be ſome 
Caſes, in which it 1s impoſſible to know the 
Truth, we having no means whereby wo | 
can diſcover it. As for Initance, An Eſtate 
was unjuſtly got, and is left to one who 
knows not that it was got ſo, but hath good | 
reaſon to believe, that it was not, becauſe he 
never heard any one accuſe him that got it of 
unjuſt Dealing ; in this Caſe it is not his fault, 
that he knows not the Truth, and ſo it is not 
his fault that Satisfaction is not made to the 

Heirs 


wronged by that Perſon, who left him the 
_ Eſtate. 


- On, $. When Conſcience errs about things 
indifferent, that is, things neither command- 
ed nor forbidden, what is to be done ? 

Arnſw. The Rule concerning Things indif- 
| ferent, is this, (b) Conſcience-erring concerning 
them, whether is commanding, or forbidding them 
doth bind ſo, that we fin if we go again#? it. if 
Conſcience command a thing indifferent, that 
| Bs, if it ſay, that God by his Law hath com- 
manded it, tho' he hath not, we ſin if we do 
it not ; and ſo if it forbid ſuch a thing, that 
Is, if it tells us, that God's Law forbids it, 
| tho” it doth not, we fin if we doit. So that 
| the Error of Conſcience may make a thing in- 
| different in it ſelf, to be either neceſſary or un» 
lawful to us. 


— 
Cs = _ _— ——— 
A ——— —_ —_ are omnnss < Orcs A _ 


(a) A Man's Conſcience or Judgment may make that which 


is good and lawtul in irſclf, ro become fintul and unlawtul to 


=] Opinie noſtr a ip[a fibi legem f acit, S. Ambrof. de Pur 
10, C. Y. 


(6) Conſcience erring concerning things indifference, whether 
in commanding or forbidding doth bind '} Sec Aquinss, 1, 24. 
92.19. Art. xs. 
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Heirs and Executors of thoſe that were 
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C H A FX; V1 


Queſtions concerning a Doubting 
C ON © CIENG Eo 


N the Caſe of the doubting Conſci- 
ence, what 1s to be done * Y 


Or. ts 


 _ Two Rules may be laid down here. 

. In doubtful Caſes, that which is more ſate 
- to be choſen, that i 1s, we muſt chuſe to do 
that in the doipg w hereof there is no danger 
of our inning : They inſtance commonly in 
Uſury, If a Man doubt whether he can law- 
fully oF any Increaſe, his ſafeſt Courſe, (ſay 
they) 15 not to take ; fe (ſay they) he is cer- 
tam,” that there is danger of his ſinning in not I 
taking, but he is not certain, that he ſhall not _ 
ſin if he do take. The like may be ſaid in the 
Caſe of the weak Chriſtians, in the time of 
the Apoſtles, who doubted, whether they 
might eat certain Meats ; it was their ſafe 
way not to cat them, for they were certain, 
that they could not fin in abſtaining ; but not 
being fully inſtructed as to our Chriſtian Li- 
berty, they doubted that they ſhould fin it 
they cud It is commonly faid, and every 
one muſt a Ah that it 1 true, That of Evils, 


the leaſt is always to be choſen (a); and fo it 
there 
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there be two Things, the one of which we 
muſt do, and we doubt that we ſhall fin in do- 
ing either of them ; in this Caſe we mult chuſe 
that which we conceive to be the leſs Sin (6b) ; 
the leſs Evil here puts on the Nature of Good. 
_ As ſuppoſe a Judge be doubtful, whether the 
| Perſon that is betore him be ouilty or inno- 
cent, and yet he muſt either clear . or con- 
dema him ; 1n this Caſe, it is judg'd to be the 
ſafer to acquit or clear him, than to condemn 

him : For it ſeems to be a leſs Sin to acquit a 
guilty Perſon, than to condemn an innocent. 
And therefore, he ſhould chuſe to oftend on 
this fide, as the very Heathens have taught. 
(c) And ſo as to matter of Opinion, lf there 
be two different Opinions, and 1 cannot re- 
ſolve, but am doubtful, whether 1s to be tol- 
low 'd: and if one of them manifeſtly tends 
to the promoting truc Virtue and Godlineſs, 
the bringing more Holineſs, and good Living 
into the World, and diſcouraging Sin and 
Wickedneſs, w hereas the other tends rather 
to the contrary; 'tis ſateſt to incline .to that 
which leads to a godly, righteous, and ſober 
Life, and fo I ought to incline to it. 2. The 
other Rule i is, If we doubt that we ſhall of- 
fend God in doing any thing, we muſt not 
do it (4). An Heathen could ſay, That they 
command well who forbid us to do any thing of 
which we doubt, whether it be juft or unqust ; add- 
ing this Reaſon , That Doubting ſignifies 4 
Thought of Injury 3; " that | 5, when a Man doubts 
that the thing which he is about to do is un- 
jult, and yet this notwithſtanding do it, it 


E 4 ſhews 


[56] 
ſhews that he doth not ſufficiently abhor the 
doing Injury or Injuſtice. And ſo as to any 
other Sin, if a Man doubt or fear, that if he 
do ſuch a thing he ſhall ſin, and yet doth it, 

he thereby manifeſts that he hath not a due 
Ablorrence of, Sin. If wedo that which we 
doubt may offend God, or not be pleaſing to 
him, we manifeſt that we are not ſo careful, 

and deſirous to pleaſe him, as we ought to be, 

and as we ſhould be if we were not defective 
in our Love to way Some apply to this, that 
known Text, Rom. 14. 23. which they render 
thus, He that doubts is damned if he eat, becauſe 
be eats not of Faith, for whatſoever is not of Faith 
;s Sin ;, and interpret it thus, Whatſoever i is not 
of Faith, (that is (ſay they) w hatſoever is done 
not out of a firm Perſuaſion that it is law ful) 
1s ſim, According to which Reading and In- 
terpretation the __— plainly confirms the 
Truth of this R To do that which I 
doubt may grieve my Friend, or trouble him, 
cannot conſiſt with an hearty Love of him; 

and ſo if I doubt whether a thing be lawful or 
no, and yet do it, this will argue that I do 
not love God as | ought. Finally, to do any 
thing with a doubting Conſcience, 1s to ſay in 
effect, I know not but that this which 1 am 
about to do may offend God; yea, I have as 
much reaſon to think that it will offend him, 
as to think otherwiſe, and yet I will do it, 


Qx. 2. Whether doth this ſecond Rule, 
that we muſt do nothing with a doubtin 
Conſcience, or doubting of the Levin 


| To theſe Divines add another Exc 


C57] 
of that which we do, admit of Exceptions ? 


Anſw. 1t doth. 15, One Exception is men- 
tion'd in the Anſwer to the foregoing Queſti- 
on, where it is ſaid, That in doubtful Caſes 
that which is more fafe 1s to be choſen ; 
whence it follows, that if there be two things, 

and we are doubrful as to both of them, we 

fear that whether we do the one or the other 
| we ſhall ſin, and yet we cannot avoid but we 
muſt do the one; we are in this Caſe to 
chuſe the leſs Sin of the two. 24dly, As the 
more or leſs heinouſneſs of the Sin is to be 
 conſider'd, fo we are to have ref} to the 
| degrees of Doubting, If of two things I 
doubt more that I ſhall fin in doing the one, 
than 1 do that 1 ſhall fin in doing the other, 
in this Caſe, (provided that the Sin in doing 
them be equal) if I muſt do the one, I am to 
chuſe that of which 1 doubt the leſs. 3dly, 


eption, 


ſaying, That if Lawful Authority, Civil or 


Eccletjaſtical, command us to do that, of the 
Lawfulneſs whereof we ſtand in doubt, we 
are in this Caſe to do it, notwithſtanding our 
Doubts. But this will be handl'd more large- 
ly in the Anſwer to the next Queſtion. 


On. 3. When we doubt concerning a Law 
made by our Superiours, and cannot be ſatisfied 
whether it 1s juſt or unjuſt, what are we to 

0 ! 


An. 


[55 ] 

Arſ. A very judicious Perſon (e), whoſe 
Words I ſhall tranſcribe, reſolves this Queſti- 
on thus : If (ſays he) becauſe of probable Rea- 
ſons appearing on both ſides, the Subjett knows not 
whether the Law be juſt or wnjuſt, but hangs ( us 
ie were) between two, being uncertain to whether 
part he ſhould incline ;, be ts, in this caſe, bound 
to obry the Law, fo that he fins if he do not obey 
, and ſms nor if he do, This he proves from 
two Rnles; 1. In donbrful Caſes the Condition of 
the P:fſeffor is the better, now the Superionr 1s in 
peffrſſron of a Right tm the Obedience of his Sub- 
es.” 2. tobeful Cafes the ſafer part us 10 be 
choſen, now it 1s ſafer 0 obry with a doubting Cone 
ſeience, than to diſobey with it. This he in ano- 
ther place (f) urgeth more largely ; Judge 
(ſaith he) wherbey it be not the ſafer of the two 
ro obey doubtingly, than 10 diſobey doubringly. It 
z St, Gregory's Rule, Where there is a Certainty 
and an Uncertainty, let the Uncertainty go and 
lrld to that which is certain. Now the general 15 
certain, that thou art to obey the Magiſtrate in all 
things nor contrary to the Will of God ;, but the par- 
ticular is uncertain, whether the thing now comman- 
ded be contrary to the Will of God, (uncertai:: 
(I ſay) to thte, becauſe thaw doubteſt of it): deal 
ſafely therefore, and hold to that which is certain, 
and obey. A little before he ſays, That dowbr- 
rig properly i;, when the Mind is held in ſuſpence 
berweer! two, wncertain whether to take 10: And 
ſurely where the Scales hang thus even, if the weight 
of Authority will not caſt them euther way, we may 


well ſuppoſe, that either the Authority is made very 
light, or elſe there is a great Fault in the Beam. 
And 


[59] 


And if in the Deed done at the gt op that 


hath lawful Authority there be a Sin,it muſt go on his 
Score that requirerh it wrone fully ( ”), mot on his who 
doth but his Duty in obeying. A Prince commands 
his Subjetts to ſerve in his Wars, « my be the 
Quarrel is wnjaſt ;, it may be there ma ar to 
the Underſtanding of the Subje# great t; he hoods of 
ſuch Injuſtice, yer may the Subjefl, for all that, 
fieht in the Quarrel ( ) z yea, he 1s bound in Con'- 


ſeience_ſo to ) do x > nay, 'be 5, deep in Diſloyalty, if he 
refuſe - the Service, whtſoever Pretenſions he 1a 

make of Conſcience for ſuch refuſal. Wh: atſocver is 
commanded by thoſe whom God hath fer over ns, 
either in Church, Commonwealth, or Family, which 
15 not evidently contre y ro the Law and W ill of 
God (ſays St. Bern. er )(r) onveht to be receid 
and _ a by WS, 109 Otherw: fr [11,108 As if God him- 
felf had comm. anded it » becauſe God himſelf 
hath PL rs £0 obey the higher Powers, 

Rom. 13. 1, __ ag brit our ſelves to their Or- 
dinances, 1 Pet. 2.13. Say it be not well done of 


them to command it, wl ohes (lays St. Bern.) is that 
to thee ? Lee hes look to that whom it concerns * 


do thou what is thine own "YY f. urbfally, and ne- 
ur trouble thy felf farther. nd"s Vice "Cerents muſt 
be heard or obey'd in all th: _” tat are not mani- 
feſtly comr ary ro the revealed Will of God : So 
St. Bernard ſtill. Thus far arc the Words of 
that very judicious Perſon firſt mention'd. 

Others add a third Rule ; The Laws (ſay they) 
made and we'd by Super iours are 19 be obey'd, uti- 
lefs it be as clear r9 us, that the thing commanded is 
unlawful, as it i; evident in the general that we are 
'y obey Swperi: 71 in things lawful, Now as Tong 


as 
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as we only doubt that the thing commanded 
is unlawful, it is manifeſt that it is not clear 
to us, that it is ſo. When we are ſure of it, 
that the thing commanded by Men is that 
which Gov forbids, we have, in this Caſe, a 
certain DireQion, AA. 4. 19, That we muſt 
obey GOD rather than Men ;, but, as long as we 
are not ſure of it, (the Conſcience being only 
doubtful that it is forbidden by Gov) this will 
not diſcharge us from the Duty of obeying 
the Law made and urged by onr Superiours ; 
we not only may with a good Conſcience obey 
it, but we cannot with a good Conſcience re- 
fuſe the obeying it. So long as the unlawful- 
neſs of doing the _ commanded by our Su- 
periours is not as evident as the Command to 
obey them 1s, we are to obey them, In a 
word, it being certain that we ought to obey 
our Superiours if that which they command 
be not ſinful; and, on the other hand, in this 
Caſe of a Doubting Conſcience there being no 
Certainty that it is ſinfn!, we may conclude 
that we muſt obey. Nor are the words, He 
that doubts is damn'd if he cat, Rom. 14. 23, 
againſt this, for that of the Romans, to whom 
the Apoſtle writes, was quite another Caſe ; 
they were at liberty to eat or not to eat, there 
was no Law of any Superiour which requir'd 
them cither to cat or to forbear ; md Þ, if 
doubting its lawfulneſs they did eat, they could 
have no Pretence or Excuſe for their cating : 
But here we ſuppoſe the. Command of a Supe- 
riour, by which we are bound, whereas {4 
were free. If we do not obey the ent 
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Command of our Superiour, we diſobey the 
Command of Gov in diſobeying him. 1 might 
add, that tho' our Bibles, in the Text, have 
He that doxubteth 1s damn'd if he eat, yet in the 
Margin, inſtead of He that dowbteth, they have 
He that diſcerneth or puttecrh a Difference between 
Meats : And others have likewiſe ſo interpre- 
ted the Greek word (&). 


Qu. 4. Whether may Poſleſſion prevail and 
caſt the Scales in caſe of doubt ? A Man is poſ- 
ſcſs'd of a Field, to which he enter'd by Inhe- 
ritance, and wholly without Fraud or Vio- 
lence, yet afterward he hath ſome reaſon to 
doubt whether it be his by a juſt Title, or no; 
what is this Man to do ? May he keep Poſſeſſi- 
on, or ought he to quit it f 


Anſw. To this they ſay, That he may keep 
his Polleſſion (/) till it be certain that it is not 
his by a good Title. For (ſay they) Poſſeſſion 
is a kind of Title, whereto we may add the 
Rule even now mention'd, (Qxeft. 3.) that the 
Caſe being otherwiſe equal, the Condition of 
him that 1s in Poſſeſſion is the better. 


Qu, 5. If we doubt whether we did not fin 
in ſomething done by us, what are we to 
do ? 


Anſw. ln this Caſe, tho' after a careful and 
impartial weighing the Arguments, and exa- 
mining the Evidences on both ſides, we can- 
not come to a certaia Reſolution either way, 

either 


06] 


ther that we did ſin therein, or that we did 
; yet it cannot be amiſs, yea, it muſt he 
to expreſs a oeneral Repentance for it, 
as thus ; If I did amif, I am heartily ſorry for 
it, God of bis Mercy impute it nt to me, Lord, 
pardon thy Servant, or the like. Yea, tho” WC 
hope, and have ſome reaſon to think, that we 
did not offend in it, yet ſince we are not cer- 
tain of it, it will be neceſſary to pray thus. 
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(a) Of Evils the leaſt is always to be choſen} Ab heminibus 
detiis  accrpimus cx mai eli ere minima eperiere. Cicero de 
(Othc. LY « CIC (Mute . rings one of theie icarncd Men whom 
be incrcides was Ar , WI” hath theſc Pegs 1zg tt AS RL 
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(b) The leſs Evil here puts on the Nature of Good. 1 'prp 
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(4) An Heathen could lay} Cicere de Offic, /. 1. Nm lenge 


as ji And ſo the Jew! ih Writ _ 
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(e) A very judicious Perſon.) Biſhop Sznder/er, ds Obliza- 
1.9% Cenſeientia, Prxickt. 6, c. 17, 
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(f) This he in another place.) Biſhop Saridorſon, Serm. 4. ad 
Fad 

'g) Ir muſt 
words, out br mm, 
is vero nulla culpa oft cu parere nectlje eſt: 
like Paſl:ges might be cahily added. 


© on his Score who 
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. 4. ad Cler. in the Margin alledges the(c 
t the Civil Law; I: dammuon dat. = dare, 
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(b) Yer may the Subject, for all that, fight in the Quarrel.J 
St. Auſtin's words, Con. Fauſto, [. 22, c. 75, are very plain to 
this purpoſe : Vir puſtus fs forte ſub Rege etiam Satriligo mis 
late, rette potefi 1s juberte bellire, civice pacis ordinon [or- 
Vans, Cui Jubetur vel non «fs contra Dei preceprion corrion 
eſt, wel utrum fit certum non Ot; ifs ut fortaſſe FA Regem 
faciat iniquitas imperandi, inecentem autem militem oftendat 
or do ſerviendi. 1 know that ſome Proteſtants of note (as well 
” vamiſt;) arc not fatished with this, but their Ditlarista- 
Gion ſeems to ariſe only trom thew not contidering how great 
an Evil Diſobedignce to Autierity is. For this 1s their great Ar- 
gument, That d:ſobeying Authority in ſuch things, is of itr own 
nature a leſ1 Evil than the taking away the Livit of innocenc 
Perſon: : Bur they only affirm this, they do not offer the leait 
Proef of it. Beiides, in the Calc before us it doth not appear 
to the Doubrting Perſon, that thoſe whoſe Lives he may take 
away arc innocent ; for he is not certain that the War on his 
Frince's fide 1s unjutt, and (if it be not) then they that main- 


4 


tain an unjuit Quarrel againſt him are not innocent. Laſtly, 


7 


they do not conxder, that (betides other great Inconveniencies 
which ir might bring upon Princes and their Kingdoms) ſuc; 
Difobedicnce might occation the loſs of the Lives of many. 


(i) Says St. Bernard.) De precepts Cr diſpenlat. wver{. Med- 


(+) Others have likewiſe ſo interpreted the Greek word] 
Vaig. ©. And I add, that there are thoſe who interpret that 
whole Veric, Row. 14.23, much otherwite than Expoulitors do 
ulually. 
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CHAP. 1X. 
Queſtions concerning a Probable, an1 


alſo concernmg a Scrupulores Con- 
ſcience. 


Queſt. 1. Hether we do ſin if we go 

againſt a Probable Conſcience, 
(a) or do that which upon Probable Reaſons 
we judge to be unlawful ? 


Anſw. Yes, we do fin. If we ſin in doing 
that of which we doubt whether it be law- 
ful or unlawful, we certainly fin much more 
in doing that which our Conſcience, upon 
Probable Reaſons, judges to be unlawful, 
Tho? it be not for P. d but only Proba- 
ble Reaſons that we iudge any thing to be ſin- 
ful, yet ſo long as we continue in that Judg- 
ww we cannot do it without Sin. 


_ Qu, 2. When there are two contrary Opi- 
nions concerning any thing, whether are we 
in our Practice always to follow that which is 
more probable ? 


Anſw. All do Front (as I ſuppoſe) that 
our utmoſt Diligence to 
come 


whea having us' 
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conte t5 a certain Reſolution or Perſuaſion 
.we cannot attain to it, we may, in moſt 
Caſes follow the Opinion that is more pro- 
bable ; but the Queſtion 15, Whether in ſome 
Caſes we may not, yea, We ou ght not, to 
follow that which 15 leſs baktn In an- 
ſwer to which I ſay, 1. If the Queſtion' be 
only, whether the Thing be lawful or no, and 
the Opinion, which 1s leſs probable, be ſafer 
that is, there is leſs danger of our (inning '# 
we follow it, it is our Duty and Wiſdom in 
this Caſe to follow that which we judge to 
be leſs probable. They inſtance 1n Intereſt 
where the Queſtion is, Whether ſome wor} 
be not lawful ; and there are contrary Opi- 
nions about it, ' ſome afhrming the Lawfulneſs 
of ſome ſort of [ntereſt, others condemning 
it wholly, Now, ſuppoſe that we judge the 
Opinion of thoſe 'who allow that ſome Inte- 
reſt is lawful, to be more probable, yet be- 
cauſe we are not ccrtainly nerfiradal that it 
is ſo, it is ſafeſt for us to abſtain from taking 
any ; for (fay they) we are ſure that we can- 
not ſin in abſtaining. But, 2- If the my 
be, whether the thing oug ht to be done, 

on the contrary it ought yy we muſt alt 
tollow the more probable Opinion ; tor here 
there is not leſs danger of lnging, and con- 
ſequently there is not more ſafety, in follow - 
Ing the Opinion which we dhe leſs proba- 
ble; as it was in the tormer Caſe. We ſin 
if we do that which. we ought not to do, and 
we (in alſo if we do not that which we ou he 


todo: And therefore the degrees of Saf 
F hers 


[ 66 ] 
here follow the degrees of Probability ; that is, 
that which we judge more probable we muſt 


alſo judge to be more ſafe. It is unreaſonable 
to chuſe that which we ſee leſs reaſon to 
chuſe : Now; in this caſe, where that which 
15 leſs likely is not more ſafe, there muſt needs 
be lefs reaſon to chuſe the leſs likely. 


oo. 3. When there are two Opinions equal- 
ly likely or probable, what muſt be done ? 


 Anſw, If they be equally ſafe, as well as 
equally probable, we may, without ſcruple, 
follow cither ; there being no reaſon why we 
= ſhould follow the one rather than the 
other. 


Ou. 4. If there be two Opinions, and we 
Judge both of them improbable, what are wc 
to dO 


Anſw, 1f there be not a third Opinion which 
ſeems probable to us, and which we may fol- 
low, leaving both theſe ; or it there bc a ne- 
ceſſity of tojlowing one of them, we muſt 
——_ that which is leſs improbable or un- 
tkely. 


Qs. 5. In the caſe of a Scrupulous Con- 
ſcience, what 1s to be done ? 


Anſw, A Scruple (b) being only a light 
Doubt or Fear, having no Ground or Foun- 
dation, we arc advis'd ( if it cannot be Fe” 

moy' 


(6 ] is 

moy*d otherwiſe) to neglett it, and proceed 
to ARtion, that 1s, to proceed to do that which 
we ſcruple whether it may be done or no, 
As if, conſidering our own great Unworthi- 
neſs, we dare not preſume to make known 
our Requeſts to Gop by Prayer, or to ap- 
proach to receive the Sacrament of the B 
and Blood of our dear Lord ; we are advis'd, 
notwithſtandiug theſe Scruples, to put our 
ſelves upon Prayer, aad to prepare our ſelves 
for the receiving the holy Sacrament, and ſo 
to eat of that Bread, and drink of that Cup. 
In like manger, if we have ſome Scruples 
whether we can ſafely obey ſome Com- 
mand of our Superiours, we are in this caſe 
to neglect thoſe Scruples, not to neglet our 
Duty, and refuſe to obey. Every ſuch Scru- 
ple ſhould be plaigly told, that we will not 
omit our Duty for it. We are advis'd alfo, 
as much as we can, to avoid thinkige, of thole 
things which occaſion ſuch groundlelſs Scru- 
ples, and not to diſpute the Quelition long, 
with them, whether we may ſafely do that 
which we are abont or no, We ſhould alſo 
pray earneſtly ngto Gov, that He will rebuke 
Satan, and not ſuffer him to create ſo much 
Trouble and Diſquiet to us, by calting theſe 
Scruples into our Minds. As likewiſe we 
ſhould diligently ſearch and examin our ſelves, 
to find out the Sin or Sins which may have 
provok'd Gop to ſuffer this Afſflictiva to fall 
upon us, and repeat more earueltly, and be 
more heartily ſorry for them. Alſo, that we 
may fear Triflez or Little Things leſs, et us 
= F-J car 
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fear Great Things more ; yea, let us fear eve- 

ry known Sin, whether ſin all or great. Let 
us us alſo get our Hearts more hr ly eſtabliſh'd 
as to that which we are to do,and then not ad- 
mit every flight and roundleſs fear of the 
contrary. And becauſe theſe Scruples do of-. 
ten ariſe from Melancholy, it may not be 
amiſs to make nſe of the proper Remcdies for 
the cure of that Diſtemper. Laſtly, We are 
advis'd, as much as may be, to avoid the com- 
pany of Scrupulons Perſons. 


Qu, 6, When the Conſcience is perplex'd 
betwixt two, ſo that we think that we ſhall 


fin whetherſoever of them we do, what 1s to 
be done ? 


Anſw. If we cannot inform and ſatishe our 
ſelves, and yet cannot avoid, but we mult do 
one of them, then ſuppoſing that we judge 
that they are equal, or that the one is not a 
greater Sin than the other, it is indiffereat 
to vs whether we do. But if we apprehend 
a_ difference between them, we muſt du. that 
which we judge to be the leſs Lig. 


Ai. _—_———— 
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(a) A Probable Conſcience.] It is wiſo call'd Corſeientia opi- 
Yan: , or opinabilic. 
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Of the Happineſs and Benefit of a 
Good Conſcience in this Life, 


HE Happineſs and Benefit of the En- 

joyment of a Good Conſcience is un- 
ſpeakable ; He that is bleſs'd with it enjoys a 
continual Feaſt, ſuch a Feaſt as that /ſa. 25. 6. 
a Feait of fat things, of wine on the lees, of fat 
things full of marrow, of wine on the lees well re- 
fined. No Wine or Muſick, no Pleaſure, De- 
light, Comfort or Contentment is wanting in 
this Feaſt, Nothing yields ſuch abundance of 
ſweetneſs and Satisfattion to the Mind of Man 
as the Conſcience of doing Good. Good 
Company is not wanting, yea, at this Feaſt 
there is the beſt Company, the Company of 
our deareſt Lord himſelf, who hath ſaid, /f 
ary one hear my voice, (which he that hath a 
good Conſcience doth) 1 will come in to him, 
and ſup, or feaſt, with him, and he with me, 
Revel. 3. 20, We read in our Bibles, Prov, 
15.15, that He that is of a merry Heart hath 4 
continual Feaſt ; but in the Original there is no 
more than this, A good Hear: is 4 continual Feaſt, 
(a) and a good Heart is a good Conſcience, which 
baniſheth all ſadneſs and heavineſs, and makes 
him that is careful to _ it to Ce)oyce ever- 


more, 
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more, and to keep a Feaſt not for a few days, 
or for an hundred and tourſcore days, as Aha- 
ſuerns, but throughout the whole Year, yea, 
throughout his whole Life. And the end of 
this Mirth will not be Heavineſs, as the end 
of the Mirth of other Feaſts many times is, 
for indeed this Mirth (if we take care to pre- 
ſerve a good Conſcience) will never end. 

We find the Benefit and Happineſs of a 
good Conſcience chiefly at thoſe times when 
we ſtand moſt in need of the Comforts of it ; 
as in the time of AﬀMiQtion or Diſtreſs, It 1s 
ſaid, Prov. 15. 15, All the days of the Aﬀitted 
are evil, but a good Heart oy Conſcience is a con- 
tinual Feaſt : as if the Wiſe-man had ſaid, All 
the days of the Afflited are evil, unleſs he 
have the Feaſt of a good Conſcience to chear 
and relieve him in his Aﬀictions. In all the 
Tribulations and Diſtrefles that he nnderwent, 
St. Paul's rejoycing was this, the teſtimony of 
a good Conſcience, 2 Cor. 1.12. Are we im- 
priſon'd ? A good Conſcience will enable us 
with Paul and S:lxs to ſing, even when our 
Feet are hurt in the Stocks, and the Iron en- 
ters into our Soul. Have we ſuffer'd the loſs 
of Eſtate or Goods ? So long as the Trea- 
ſure of a good Conſcience is ſafe, we are hap- 
py enough. Do all Men forſake us, yea, do 
thoſe whom we look'd upon as our beſt 
Friends appear againſt us ! We need not 
matter who are againſt us, ſo long as the 
Teſtimony of our Conſcience ſtands for us (6b). 
Men reproach us (c) ? We need not regard 
it, if our own Heart or Conſcience do not 

re. 
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reproach us. St. Pax! had foul things laid 
to his charge ; IWe have found this man a peſti- 
lent fellow, and a mover of ſedition, ſay the Jews, 
by their Orator Terrullins, Ac. 24. 5. But the 
Apoſtle could truly ſay, v. 16, 1 exerciſe my 
ſelf ro have always a Conſcience void of offence 
rewards God, and towards men ;, and ſo their 
malicious Accuſations did not at all move him. 
He k:cw nothing by himſelf, and therefore he re- 
garded not the Cenſures of others, 1 Cor. 4. 
3, 4 A good Conſcience carried him thro' 
evil Report, as well as good. As the Praiſes 
of others cannot heal a bad Conſcience (4), ſo 
their Reproaches cannot wound or hurt a 
good one. A Conſcience that knows nothing. 
by itſelf, laughs at all the falſe Reports that 
Fame (e) can ſpread abroad of us : It matters 
not how much it may debaſe us, if our Wit- 
neſs and Judge within us (f) (to wit, our Con- 
ſcience) do defend or vindicate us. In times 
of common Fears and publick Calamities, 
when Wars and Rumors of Wars affright 
others, and make that their Hearts fail them 
for fear, he that hath a good Couſcience will 
not be terrified ; he will not be afraid of evil 
Tydings, for his Heart is fixed, and truſteth 
in the Lord. How high ſoever the Waters of 
any Flood of Common Calamities may riſe, a 
good Conſcience, like Noab's Ark, carrieth him 
above them. In Sickneſs if we have a good 
Cer:ſcience to miniſter tous; if Conſcience be 
ſound and healthy, tho' the Body languiſh; if 
we have this Cordial to [ſtrengthen us when 
we lyc vpon our ſick Bed ; we ſhall I 

+ 4» 
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Aﬀiction not only patiently, but alſo com- 
fortably. In Old-age, when we may be faid 
to walk in the Valley of the ſhadow of Death 
a good Conſcience will be a Staff to-upho] 
and comfort us. When we cannot taſte what 
we eat, or what we drink, when we cannot 
hear the Voice of Singing-men or Singing- 


- women, a good Conſcience will bs inſtead of 


all Daintics and Delights to us. How many 
hath a govud Conſcience enabled to triumph 
over the greateſt Extremity of Tortures (g) !? 
The greateſt Torments arc eafie where there 
are anſwcrable Comforts, where there is ſuch 
a Comforter as a good Conſcience. In a word, 
in all Diſtreſles whatſoever, in the failure of 
all other Comforts, in the preſence of the 
greateſt Diſcomforts and Diſcouragements, a 

ood Conſcience will not fail nor forſake us, 

ut ſtick cloſe and be a ſure Fricad to us: It 
will, with Sin of Cyrene, bear every Croſs 
for us. 

All this time I have inſiſted only on the 
Joy and Comfort of a good Conſcience, but 
the Benceht of it is alſo unſpeakable other 
ways, If we have a good Conſcience, we 
ſhall not want a Preacher in our own Bo- 
ſoms, a Preacher of Righteouſneſs, one that 
will preach the Truth, and nothing but the 
Truth, to us ; one that we cannot ſuſpect to 
be partial, or ſet on by others, or to preach 
any thing out of Malice or 11]-will to us. 
Je that hath a good Conſcience will not 
want a faithful Monitor to inſtru and teach 
un in the way that he ſhould walk, to _ 

um 
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him that he turn not to the Raght Hand, of 
to the Left, one that will inſtruQt him in the 
right Seaſon (þ). Having a good Conſcience, 
we ſhould not want a Glaſs, wherein we 
might ſee both our inward and our -outward 
Man, which would ſhew us what is honeſt, 
and what is diſhonelt, what 15 beſeeming or 
unbeſeeming, what 15 to be done or not to be 
done. Being careful to get and keep a good 
Conſcicnce, we ſhould not want that, which 
many want, and are very unhappy in their 
want thereof, that is, a Reprover. There 
cannot be a greater Happineſs, than a weſe 
Reprover upon an obedient Far, or avt bearing Ear, 
Prov. 25. 12. It 15 as an Ear-ring of Gold, 
and an Ornament of fine Gold, as 15 there ſaid. 
Now a good Conſcicnce 15 a wile Reprover 
and would make us wiſe too, it we woul 
lead an hcaring Ear to its Reproofs : Ler the 
Righteom ſmite me, it ſhall be a Kindnef, let bins 
reprove me, it (hall be an Head Oyl (that Is, 4 
chief, or moſt excellent Oyl) which not 
break mine Head ;, ſo the P/almiit, Pſal. 141. 
5. The Smitings and Reproofs of a good 
Conſcience, are ſuch a precious Oyl or Balm, 
ſo far from breaking the Head, that they are 
the great Cure of our ſpiritual Wounds and 
Bruites. Finally, getting and keeping, a good 
Conſcience, we ſhall not want an lIaciter, or 
Stirrer up to the doing, Goad, a Cheriſher 
and Encourager in the doing it, and Praiſer 
or Commender of us for the doing it ;-as on 
the other hand, it would reſtraia and with- 
hold us from Evil, check, damp, and diſcou- 

rage 


[1,, 1_— 
rage” us in” the committing it, as it would 
cuſe, chaſtiſe and laſh us for the commit- 
ng it. Theſe and many others are the 1n- 
z»mparable Benefits of a good Conſcience 1n 


6 A good Heart is a continual Feaſt.) "nun J% Iv 


(b) So long as the Teſtimony of our Conſcience ſtands for 
us.] Si in eu, quibus me criminantur, tiflimanium Conſcicut ie 
me non flat contra mr, nan ſolum contri ftari nen debeo, [4 tam 
g andere Or exult are, $. Auguſt. con. lit. Petihani, 1. 3. c.6. 


£) Do Men reproach us, &'c.] Nullius ner 151 lingua implicer, 
us nſcientis nom accuſa?, Gregor. Epilt. ex Reg” l. ET 178. 
Not poſſion aliena virba orimen fg, quod propria non rec'p/s 
cexia, 8. Arabrof. in Pſal. 38. Beats plane, que non alien: 


_—_— ſudiciu, ſed domeſticu percipitur ſenſipus, tanquam ſui 
4 | : 3 p< j44 
«dex, 1d. de Ofhc. |. 2. c. 1. : 


(d) As the Praiſes of others cannot heal a bad Conſcience,,”.” 
ha nee malam Con(cientiam fanat preconium laudanti, nec be- 
nam wulner at conviiiaws opproebrixm, $S. Auguſt. con. bt. Peti!. 
1.3. C 7. = 


.(t) Langig at the falſe R $ of Fame.] Bene ſib1 conc; ms 
f- ſtr movers won devet, nec altimarc ir in alimm iſe 


canmu.tie, quam in ſus 11/iimmmre, $. de Ofhc. L 1. c. 5. 


(f) If our Witneſs and Judge within us, &c.] In enmi | 
ae 'n, dicitur, ſomper A, nota >> Men —— 
meriorom trſtem © judicem requirere., Quid enum proderi:, fi 

lawdent cram conſcientia acruſet ? aut quid peter: obeſe, {i 
4 jols defendas, Gregor. in Ezck. 


(g) To trumph over the greateſt Extremity of Tortures.] 
ods, nods ue ef hens, abi pra comer eff 4 ane TE 
burtius 2 Martyr. ap. Baron. An. Down. 286. 
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Conſcient. 


(;) An obedient, or an hearing Ear.) NyQU MK- 
(+) An head Oyl.] WR [OW 
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CHAP. XI 


The Happineſs of having a good Con- 

ſcrence at the Approach of Death, 
alſo at and after the Judgment of 
the Great Day. 


S the Benefit and Comfort of a. good 
Conſcience is unſpeakable, yea uncon- 
ceivable in Life, fo it is likewiſe in and after 
Death. The Conſcience of a well- ſpent Life 
will adminiſter Comfort in Death. He that 
can truly ſay with Hezrkiah, CRemember, O 
Lord, how I have walked before thee in Truth, and 
with perfelt Heart, and done that which is ; good 
in thine Eyes, Iſai. 38. 3.) may depart in Peace. 
Conſcience in Life is the Way to Comfort, in 
the Hour of Death. He that lives in all good 
Conſcieuce all the Days of his appointed time 
till his Change come, may expe to depart 
with abundance of Comfort when it comes. 
Whea this Earthly Tabernacle ſhall be juſt 
ready to be diſſolv'd, and Speech ſhall fail , 
and the Shadow of Death ſhall be upon our _. 
Eyes, who, or what can avail like a good Con- 
ſcience? When our deareſt Friends or Rela- 
tions ſhall ſtand over us eeping and Wn, 
an 


and breaking our Hearts, if 2anſcience. 
friend, it will even then fill us with, 
Peace in believing, that we hall 
Hope, through the Power of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Finally, that the Conſcience of a ellraſ 'd 
Life hath ſuch force to enable us not to fear 
Death, but to look that King of Terrors un« 
tauntedly in the Face, we have: ag whole 
Cloud of Witneſſes, even the Noble Army of 
Martyrs, from s. Stephen to our glariaus "#4 
tr, King Charles the Firſt, or any that have 
ſuffer”d ſince in any part of the World. 
Incſtimable alſo is the Benefit of a, good 
Conſcience after Death. At the- Laſt Day, 
yea and after it, it will befriend us. When 
Men die in_the Lord, their Works follow 
them (that is, to Judgment, which comes af- 
| ter Death) and fo the Conſcience of their. 
zood Works likewiſe doth. There when they 
=_ neither Friend, -nor Counſel, nor Money 
0 plead for them, a good Conſcience will. 
om all the Terrors of Judgment it will 
enable them to look up and lift up their Heads, 
ind to ſtand with a chearful Conkdeace be- 
fore the Son of Man. Others will ſhake and 
| tremble for fear of the Judge, as the Keepers 
lid for fear of the Angel, S. Mat. 28. 4. but 
4 go0d Conſcience will ſay to them, as the An- 
gel ſaid thea to the Women, Fear not ye (a). 
To go one ſtep further, After that a good 
Conſcience hath befriended us not only in Life, 
but alſo in the Hour of Death, and at the Day 
of Judgment, it will not leave us ſtill, but 
| continne for ever with us. They tcll us, that 
alt 


” 
R q a ETD ot «& EL TTY SILET»7 on TIIOR NB; FI p «& T COST. $35 tc 
7 RPE wx > Wek > q P. - q re Ko MA adn : "PE ID-<Ta n p » acre þ SS FIN NOa + F " Lee (hs wh Ks DL we. ' NY 1 ITS $i wo FIR 
+ 5 WIT EET 0 Rr A Fn” OPT W730 ESI Wt d ” af 1-44 tithe oat RES 8 Mb LL" + IE Wn - | 7 
oh; "IF Ret} v OO <a * F : Ten LE : 7 
- 
LOI 
Fo 4 
"3 2#' 
Tn 
. A $ 
G73 
W549 
7 
o s 
* 
x 
} 


[78]: 

Faith and Hope ſhall ceaſe (and it is true, that 
they ſhall ceaſe in part) but a good Conſcience 
will abide, and as it was an Heaven upon 
Earth to us, ſo it will be no ſmall part of our 
Happineſs in that Heaven which 1s prepared 
for us. The Feaſt of a good Conſcience is no 
ſmall part of that Fulneſs of Joy, of thoſ: 
Pleaſures for evermore, which we ſhall enjoy 
in the Preſence, and at the Right Hand of 
God. The Preſence, Viſion, and Fruition of 
the Ever-bleſſed Trinity will be our principal 
Happineſs in Heaven, but the Company of 
Angels, and Saints, and of a good Conſcience 
will be no ſmall Acceſſion. 


me —— ———_—— 


 (#) Fear not ye,) Nb: oft juxndins, nihil ſecurins bona Gur 


s. Sewa erit com corpur merictur, ſeeura con anima c:- 
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CHAP. XII. 


| The Benefit of a good Conſcience, in 
reſpett of the Welfare of the Church 
and State. 


Have treated hitherto of the unconceiva- 
ble Happineſs of the Man that is bleſs'd 
with this precious Treaſure, a good Conſci- 
ence, but the Benefit of it reacheth further 
to others alſo, All that are about him are 
APP in the Neighbourhood of ſuch a Man. 
If there was nothing elſe, his Example (if 
they be not wanting to themſelves) may be 
beneficial to them. But beſide this, ſuch a 
Man may draw down Bleſſings upon the Place, 
Town, or City, ina which he lives, or avert 
Judgments from it. As if Tea righteous Per- 
ſons had been found in Sodom, God would 
have ſpar'd all the City, and not have de- 
ſtroy'd it for their ſake. 


Aad then if all would be perſuaded to ſtu- 
dy to get and keep a good Conſcience, how 
happy Families, Corporations, Kingdoms, how 
flouriſhing a Church ſhould we have ? No Pro- 
jet can be ſet on foot for promoting the Hep” 

pineſs 


pineſs of a Kingdom like to this, the ſetting 
up a good Conſcience, It would baniſh a] 
Oppreſſion, Unrighteonſneſs, Bribery, Whore- 
dom, Drunkennefs, Prophani ag the Name of 
God by Swearing, Curſing, and the like, pet- 
ting Eſtates by Deceit, Conzcnage, and Ly- 
ing, ang other Sins, which are wont to bring 
down the Jude ments of God upon lon: 
A good Conſcience would charge the Poor not 
to put forth the Hand to ſteal, but whilc 
they have Strength to labour 'with their 
Hands, and alſo to ſeek to be rich in Faith, 
that they y.may be Heirs of thc Kingdom which 
God hath promisd to them that love him. It 
would'charge the Rich: not to be High-mind- 
ed, nor to truſt. ing. uncertain Riches, but in 
the living God ;- to do good, to be rich in 
ood Works, ready to Diſtribute, willing to 
AM! waicate, treaſuring up to themſelves a 
z00d Foundation-for the time to come. It 
wonld charge Tradeſmen not to/ put off adul- 
erate Wares, not to: take Advantage of the 
Buyer's Simplicity, and not to uſe | falſe 
Weights and Meaſures, or decictful Balances, 
- hut to be true and/juſt in all their Dealings, 
leſt; the fiying Roll -ar Curſe mention'd, Zach. 
. 2, 3. enter into their Honſe, and conſume 


it with the Timber of it, and the Stones of © 


it, Thoſe that have. defrauded. « or wrong'd 
any, it would charge faithfully to make Re- 
Kitution of that which they Me got wrong - 
tally, aſſuring them that they muſt expe& no 
Forgiveneſs from God without this. It _—_ 
Preac 


r 81 3 
preach to Miniſters, and tell them, that they 
above others ſhould be Men of Conſcience, 
and take care that they preach ſound Do- 
arine, and divide the Word of God aright, 
being inſtant in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon, 
and that they do not diſturb the Church's 
Peace, by broaching new and ſingular Opini- 
ons, and that they teach their People to ſtu- 
dy to be quiet,: and do their Buſineſs, and 0- 
bey them that have the Rule over them. It 
would preach to the Right Reverend Fathers 
of the Church the Biſhops, that they lay 
Hands ſuddenly on no Man, but faithfully 
and wiſely make Choice of fit Perſons to ſerve 
in the Miniſtry ; as alſo, to take heed to all 
the Flock, over which the Holy Ghoſt hath 
made them Overſeers. To Judges and Ju- 
ftices, it would give ſuch a Charge, as good 
Tehoſhaphat did, 2 Chron. 19. 9, 10. It wonld 
preach to Lawyers and Attornies, to uſe Con- 
ſcience in their Praftice, to be Eyes to the 
Blind, to plead for the Widow and Father- 
leſs, and deliver the Poor when he cry- 
eth. It would call upon the Gentry, atter the 
Example of our Anceſtors, to dwell tm the 
Country, and keep Hoſpitality, and main# 
tain Peace among their Tenants, and be Ex- 
amples of Virtuous and Godly Living to thern. 
It would be at Councel-boards, and {it at 
Councel there; and happy were it, if this 
ood Conſcience did always prelide and mo- 


to Nobles and great Courtiers, Ther ut ur bee- 
GG i 


erate in their Councels. It would preach. 
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ter to truft in the Lord, than to pur Confidence in the 

favour of Princes ;, to remember thatV irtue is the 
_ only true Nobility, and that the higher they 
are exalted in Honour, Dignity and Place, 
they ſhould excel others the more in Godly 
Lives, Generous Deeds, and Virtuous Actions. 
Laſtly, This good Conſcience will ſpeak of 
God's Commandments, even unto Kings, and 
tel] them, That they ought nat to turn aſide 
from them to the Right Hand, or to the Left; that 
their Hearts ſhould not be lifred up above their 
Brethren, but they ſhould learn to fear the Lord 
their God, and that to that purpoſe they ſhould read 
i the Book of the Law of the Lord all the Days of 
their Life, Deut. 17. 19, 20. 


To conclude this, a good Conſcience would 
preach thus to Perſons of all Degrees, Conditi- 
ons and Profeſſions, ſtirring them up faithfully 
to diſcharge the Duties which thcir Place, or 
Calling, or Relation requires of them, It 
would preach to Parents and Children, Hut- 
band and Wife, Maſters and Servants, and 
preſs them to perform thoſe Duties to cach 
other, which the Apoltle doth, Epheſ. Chap. 
s, and 6, Colof, Chap. 3, and 4 It would 
preach to Superiors, Interiors, and Equals, di- 
recting, every one of them, how to carry to 
each other, and ſv there would be no Dit- 
cord or Diſcontent, but the Golden Age 
would return, and lugocence with its At- 
tendant Happinets would once more vikit 
the Earth, which it long lace lett ; _ p; 

HAD'S 
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ſaial's Prophecies would be fulfilPd, That 
Men ſhould not hurt, nor deſtroy, Iſai.” 11. 9, 
In a word, if all would be careful to get and 
keep a pd Conſcience, it would make a 
wonder Reformation, as in Families, ſo in 
more publick Societies, "whether Eccleſiaſtical 
or Civil. It would ſet right whatſoever may 
be amiſs, cither 1g Church or State, 
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CAT Xu: 
— T've Unhafpineſ. of an Full 


SNSCIENCE: 


O ſatisfic us of the Unhappineſs of the 
Man, who hath an cvil Conſcience, more 

needs not be ſaid than this, that they want the 
innumerable Benefits and Advantages, t the un- 
conceivable Comfort and Happinels of a good 
one, But as he is unhappy 1n reſpec X of this, 
ſo alſo by reaſon of the Fear, perplexity, 
Diſquict and Torment which he endures (if 
Conſcience be awak'd) cven in this preſent 
Life. Fear doth conſtantly attend upon an 
evil Conſcience awak'd. The World had ve- 
ry early Examples of the Truth of this. No 
ſooner did an cvil Conſcicnce come into the 
\World, but Fear cntred with it. When our 
firſt Parents had finn'd 11 cating the forbid - 
den Fruit, they for fcar ſought to hide them- 
ſelves among the Trees of the Garden, Like- 
wiſe Cain hayi ing lain his Brother Abe/, tear'd 
that every one that found hin; would ki || him, 
Gen, 4. 14. And ſome ſcem to have thoup ht, 
that the Mark which God ict upon Cam, ver. 
IF, was a Continual Trembling (a). Anevil 
Conſcience hath made them to tcar, of whom 
all others have ſtood in fear, evea the molt 
bar - 


[ 35 ] 

barbarous Tyrants (b). Yea, if Conſcience 
be awak'd indeed, Terrors make them afraid 
on every ſide ; © that they may be call'd (as 
Paſhur was) Magor-miſſ bib ; that 1s, Fear round 
_ 4 Terror to themſelves, "and all their Friends, 
Jer.” 3, + 

As wr {o alſo ReftleſneF and Diſquiet is a 
conſtant Companion of an evil Conſcience, 
1 1877. In; ic ted are like the fro! ubled Sea, when it CaV!- 

ror reF, a. 57. 20. And why can they not 
reſt ? becauſe they want. " Peace of a good 
Conſcience, as it iSinv. 21. There uw #8 Peace 
_. to the Wicked, ſays my >a 

Fear cauſet th Diſquict and Reſtleſneſs, and 
tlicle are accompanied with great Anguiſh or 

Lrouble of Nind, which 13 another "Atten- 
Fs of an evil Conſcience awak'd. Judas 
having betray'd his innocent Lord and Ma- 
ſter, felt ſuch unſufferable Anguiſh of Soul 
and Torment, as made him chute Stranghng 
and Death rat her than L ife, and to ſeek to an 
Halter for Eaſe, trom the 'Extremity of the 
Torture of a yalling and a guilty Conſcience, 
\We have innumerable Examples of this, both 
in Heathen Hiſtories, and in our Church- Hi- 
ſtory. All the moſt inhumane Cruelties and 
Tortures, which the Wit and Malice of the 
moſt barbarous and mercileſs T yrants could 
ever invent, cannot equal the Torment of 
an evil Conſcience, being awak'd. Among 
the Fabulous Narrations of Heathen Poets, 
we read much of Furics with their Snakes, 
Torches, and Firebrands, cruelly tor- 


menting great and heinous Offeaders, But 
G 3 theſe 
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theſe were only to ſet forth more to the Life, 
the much more cruel Tormentings of an accu- 
ſing and guilty Conſcience. Their own Wick- 
edneſs, Couzenages, Rapines, Morthers ; their 
own W horedoms, Blaſphemies, and other hor- 
rid Provocations; the vile Things which their 
Conſciences told theſe Offenders, that they 
had done, were the Furies, Snakes, and fiery 
Torches, which continually haunted and pur- 
ſu'd them, ' and would not ſuffer them to take 
reſt Day or Night (4). The wiſer Heathens 
underſtood this, and have alſo told us, that 
no Puniſhment can compare with the terrible 
Laſhings of a tormenting Conſcience, far ex- 
ceeding the Laſhings of thoſe revengeful Fu- 
ries. 

I may add, that an accuſing Conſcience 
makes outward Croſſes and Calamities more 
to afflict and diſturb us. He 1s not fit to bear 
outward Troubles, who hath ſo much within 
from unquict Conſcience. This ſharpens the 
Edge of Afiictions, making them to wound 
the deeper. 

But it may be many feel not any thing of 
this Miſery in Life, their Conſcience being all 
along in a deep, or rather dead Sleep; but 
theſe Men cannot promiſe themſelves, that the 
Alarm of renin Death ſhall not awake 
it. And if it do, in what a terrible Plight 
will they be? How will Fearfulneſs and Trem- 
ling fall upon them, and Horror overwhelm 
them ? How will Trouble and Anguiſh prevail 
againſt them ? They will ſec Death in all the 
terrible Shapes and Repreſentations that may 


he, 


[ 87 ] 4 Fx 
be. They will ſee it coming, as a Sheriff with 
a Writ of Ejetment, to throw them out of 
Houſe and -Home, or like a mercileſs Officer, 
to arreſt them, and drag them to the Priſon, 
or Place of Torment, or as a Lion, to break 
all their Bones, and to tear them in pieces, 
while there is none to deliver them. Some» 
times Conſcience being awak'd doth ſo affright 
Men, that (as it was with Nabal) their Heart 
dies within them, and becomes like a Stone z 
ſometimes they dic raging and deſpairing. The 
Approach of Death is the time when eſpecial- 
ly Men ſtand in need of Comfort, and an e- 
vil Conſcience awak'd will not ſpeak good of 
them, but evil; and neither Miniſters nor 
Fricnds can ſpeak Comfort to impenitent Sins 
ners upon good Grounds ; or, if they offer 
Comfort to them, the full Cry of their Sins, 
wherewith their Conſcience purſues them, 
wil not ſuffer them to hear it. In a word, 
ag evil Conſcience is Death's Sting , that 
which makes Death ſuch a frightful Enemy to 
Men, and that it doth them ſuch dreadful Nuſ- 
chief. Death of itſelf can only kill the Body, 
but an evil Conſcieace ſtings the Soul to 
Death. 

lt may be, that- neither any AMiQtions of 
Life, nor the Terrors of the Approach ot 
Death will awake an cvil Conſcience, but im- 
penitent Sinners muſt aſſure themſelves, that 
it will certainly awake at Judgment , it will 
awake then never to ſleep any more, Then 
it will and muſt ſpezk, as the Sinner theg. 
ſhall and muſt hear. When all Books of Mens 
(> + COM+ 
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compoſing ſhall periſh, and the Heavens ſhall 
paſs away as a Scroll, then this Book will re- 
main ; and at that laſt Day it ſha)l be open'd, 
that all that is writ in it may be read by the 
whole World. There 1s nothing which we 
think, fay, or do throughout our whole Life, 
but Conſcience doth note it down (e). As 
Fndah's Sin, Jer. 17.-1. ſo our Sins are mwritrey: 
with x Pen of Iron, and with the Point of a Dia- 
mond jepon the Table of eur Hearts, or Conſci- 
ences. All the Faults of unpenitent Sinners 
are regiſtred there on purpoſe, that they may 
be read at the laſt and great Day ; when cve- 
ry one of their Conſciences will be as a thou- 
ſand Witneſſes againſt them. When the Hand- 
writing of their Conſcience appears againſt 
them, it is caſie to imagine in what Condition 
they will be, even in Belſhazzar's Condition, 
when the Hand-writing appear'd upon the 
Wall ; Their Countenances will change, and their 
Thoughts trouble them, and the Joints of their Loins 
be loos'd, and their Knees ſmite one again#t ang- 
ther, Dan. 5. 6. id 
It remains only, that I ſpeak of the Mifery 
of an cvil Conſcience after Judgment, which 
13 the greateſt of all ; that Miſery, which im- 
penitent Sinners muſt cadure as long as they 
have a Conſcience, that 1s, eternally. A Con- 
{cence throughly awak'd is a kind of Hell 
here, a fore-taſte of thoſe Torments which 
damned Spirits do ſuffer ; but it will be much 
more intolerable hereafter. In this Life it 
chaſtiſeth with Whips, but then it will cha- 
ftiſe with Scorpions. Tho' Conſcience - Was 
rn 
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\ born and bred up with us, yet it will not die 
with us, but live with us for ever in Happi- 
neſs or Miſery. When Man dies, Conſcience 
dies not ; when the Body is corrupted in the 
Graye, Conſcience lives; and when the Body 
ſhall awake and riſe up after Death, Con- 
ſcience will be ready to accompany it and us 
| to the Bar of the dreadful Judgment of Gop z 
| and not only ſo, but it will continue with us 
to all Eternity (f). And as the company of 
It is no ſmall part of the Happineſs of the glo- 
rious triumphant Saints ia-Heaven, ſo it will 
be a principal part of the Miſery of the poor 
unhappy Creatures in Hell, where the Worm 
 dyeth not, as the Fire is nt quenched, Our Savi- 
our not only forewarns us of this, S. Mark 
9. 44, but alſo repeats it v. 46, and again v, 48. 
And by the Worm Interpreters, both ancient 
and modern (g), underſtand the Accuſations, 
Inditments, and ſevere Reflefions of Mens 
own Conſciences, which will, as a Worm, be 
continually gnawing and griping at the Hearts 
of them. , 


(a) A continual trembling] Tp4,my enzinan, S. Chryſoſt, 


in 1 Cer. 2. 14, Who follows the 70, who have, "FE V1acu 5 kywy 
x, Tpuwy £77 TIs ith OC, 4. I4- 


(5) Moſt barbarous Tyrants | As Cogn Cui ad minima 

ten;rrua © fulgicra comivere, capus ebrv9 nt 

$4 ſe e ſtrato, [ub left amque condere ſoleba;, Sueton, in Ca- 
- "4 F Il, | 


(c) All the mott inhuman Cruelrics and Tortures, &c.] Pans 
autem vehemens © multo [ewvior illic, Quas Of Ceditins gravis 
imuenit © Rhadamanius, Notte dicque ſum grſtare in pettor: 
reſtem, Juven, Satyr. 13: mm 

(4) The 
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(4d) The wiſer Heathens underſtood this] Motte pufare, 
madmodun in { abults [eprmmere videtic, or qu aliguid in; 
' ſeeler 8reque commpiſerint, agitar: © perterrert Frer{arin 
fadlti are . Su8 duemane fraur, Of ſuns terror maine 
Vexat, Jun GurING ut [i tlus AT; cat ment 1 ame afficit, ſue mals 
_ cmifcient/aque anion terren, ke fant impits nffidug 
em ficeque Faris, Cacero pro Sex Rofſc. Amer. ver{. med, We 
bavyc almoſt rhe ſame in his Oration in L. Calp. Prſor, wer |. med. 


(z) Conſcience doth note it down] The word for Con{cioner, 
Rom. 2. 15, in the Syriac is N”NT) from RY dopin:r, d- 
ſeripht, Yimnwon © for mx writes down- all oor Though:s, 
Words, and Adtions, and (as it were) delincares and depart 
them upon a Tablc. 


4 J To all Ertermry Satan hath, in all times, done his m- 
ut t ro batuwſh the Belief of crernal Torments out of the World: 
And therefore Lucrdtiu beitirs himfclf fo much as ro this : Nam 

S-ciriom fmem offe vidront icrimmarum honines, aliqua v a+ 
tiene <Valwent. Reiligionib ui 214, mms ob/ifleve oatum. Nurs 
ratio xt7a eff reſt on. ', Mi if facuit ar, Aternas QUO 10m PAM 
mm morſe tim mdum. $0 Luvs fiir, 1.1. But now Saran 's more 
bahe than cyer, becaule his time 25 ſhort, and hath perſwadecd 
gen forms that call themſcives Chriitians ro Eifpuic agaiult an 
:erniry ot Tormens. 


ts) Interpreters, both ancient and modern? As to more an 
cient Imterprerers, Theophyla} 1s very plain; V2u43nz of x 


Ty n turiiduns ory Widty, t, i wwWinm Tor apaxtty 
10y Uu To fig rira way, nT15 07 OAWANE Kela- 
camara ; Threph; {im S. Mar.9. Ard fo S. Ambre|, 7, inS$. Lac. BY 
long deforc him, Jrmr ei co aued irr attonnbilia animi piceata 
mm TG | anque COmpung aus, ff Gueaam exedan Vijcerd 
Canſc S104. 


CHAP. 


[YT 


CH a Pp. NIV. 


Inferences from th it which hath been 
ſaid, more eſpecially in the Four 
la$t Chapters. 


\Rom that which hath been faid it may 
F appear, that, 1. We ought to reverence 
| our Confſciences ; 2. It ought to be our great 
Endeavour to get and keep a good Confci- 
ence. 


1. We ſhould reverence our Conſciences. 
Gop rules in ns by his Deputy Conſcience, As 
Aloſes was unto Aaron, irjfterd of God, Exod, 
4. 16, ſo 1s Conſcience to us. It gives us 
Laws, "and exatts Obedience to them, "and re- 
wards it; as allo it puniſheth the Diſobeyers 
of them. Conſcience rules not over mean 
Men only, but over E mperors and the greateſt 
Monarchs 1a the World : It hath none above 
it but Gop, none hath dominion over the Con- 
ſcience but Gop only. An Emperor 1s com- 
mended for ſaying, (a) That ro ſeek to rule over 
Aten: C 01 ſc 1ENe e, W 19 17% ade the Tor wer 0! th A - 
ven ;, that is, to chatlens ce that to our ſelves 
which belongs to Gupv. And as none hath 
Power over Conſcience but Gov alone, fo He 
hath given it Power over us; He hath made it 

our 
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[ 92 ] 
our Superviſ9r or Overſcer. Conſcience iz 
in us to be as it were God's Spy, to IE 
take notice of all that is done (6b) or paſleth, 
whether within or without ns, and to pry in-/ 
to our very Thoughts (c). That may be ap- 
ply'd to Conſcience, which the Pſalmiſt ſaith 
of Gop himſelf, Thou knoweſt my dymnſutig 
and my upriſt '7 ; thu underſtanae#t my Very 
thoughts. Thon compaſſeſt my paths, ind n.y lying 
down, and art acquainted with all our ways. For 
there 1s not a word in my tongue, but, lo, they 
knoweſt 5+ altogether, Pal. 139, Conſcience (as 
it were) ſtands behind the Curtain with its 
Pen always ready 1n 1ts Hand, and overhears, 
and alſo writes down whatſoever it hears. 
Some have call'd Conſcience, The Keeper of 'h 
Court-rol's of Heaven. In many Conſcience may | 
be a cloſed and ſealed Book now, but it will 
be laid open before all the World, and all } 
their Thoughts, Words, and Actions will be 
repreſented to the view of Men and Angels. 
We are tvo much Strangers to our ſelves, but 
our Conſciences are not Strangers to us, they 
are intimately acquainted with us, and muſt 
and will witneſs one day all that they know of 
us. They have a Bar, at which they can ar- 
raign Sinners here, putting them alſo in re- 
membrance of a more awful Bar, before which 
they muſt appear hereafter, All this conli- 
der'd, how onght we to reverence our Con- 
ſaences! We cannot have an heavier Foe than 
_ our own Conſcience, it we deſpiſe it ; nor a 
faſter Friend, if we reverence and hearken to 
it. The Approvings and Reprovings of Con- 
| {C1Cnce 


\ 
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{cience are of ſuch force, that the former 
chear the Heart more than any Cordial, the 
ter torment more than any Racks or other 
{aſtruments of Cruelty. They little know 
Fhat they do, who flight or injure Conſct- 
ence (4d). 

2. The Happineſs of a NO Conſcience, 
ind the Miſery of an evil one, being ſuch as 
tath been R's, we ought to make it our 

zreat Endeav our to get and keep a good Mw 

nſcience, A good Conſcience is a Grape [a 
of -the Heavenly Canaan, the ſweetneſs of : | 
which we taſte here, but we ſhall more than SY 
taſte it hereafter. A good Conſcience ſets a _ 
Wan above the reach of Mens Thoughts and | ik 
Tongues, above all the Chances and Changes F 
of this uncertain World. He that hath this, 
needs not envy any of the glittering appea- 
rances of Happineſs, which fo dazle the Eyes 
of Mortals. The richeſt Gift which our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour No hen he aſcended on high) left 
us, next to the Holy Ghoſt and oy Graces 
of it, is, to rejoyce in the Comforts of a 
rood. Conſcience : This will ſtick cloſe to us ; | 
it ſays to us as Ruth ſaid to Naomi, Whither | 
| 115944 got jt I will go, and where thou lodge#t I will { i 

bdge; and Death itſelf ſhall not part a good is. 

Conſcience and us. On the other lide, pn | 

need not any to give them Sorrow, that | 

have an evil Conſcience. Some have not Is. 
fear'd to ſay of a good Conſcience, that it is | 
the ſumm of all Good (ce); and it ma! y with 

5 much Truth and Reaſon 'be ſaid of an evil 

Conſcience, that it is the ſum of all > 
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As Fear (f), fo alſo Shame, Sadneſs, and ſome- 
times Deſpair, are the melancholic Compa- 
nions of an evil Conſcience , like as Boldneſs, 

Holy Confhdence, Joy, and Rejoycing are the| 
welcome Companions of a good one(g). An 
evil Conſcience will ſtick as cloſe to en (h) 
as (according to that which was faid even 
now) a good one will do. As their Jayloror 
Keeper, it will cleave to and purſue them, I 
and as they cannot fly from it, ſoit will not. 
be chas'd away from them ; yea, after Death, 
It will abide "ith them, and be continually 


preyin”s, upon, and pulling at the very Hearts 


of them. Methinks then Men ſhould need no 
perſuading to labour to get and keep a good 
Conſcience, yea, to make 1t their principal 
Endeavour in the uſe of all means, and to 
give themſelves no Reſt till they have ob- 
tain'd it. They ſhould the rather do this, 
becauſe not odty we and others are much he- 
nehtted by a good Conſcience, but alſo it 
tends very much to the promoting the Glo- 
ry of Gop. He that hath a good Conſcience 
ibs ſuch as the Apoſtle defir'd that his Philip- 
prans m1 '!Ut be, that Is, an approver of rhe things 
that are excellent, ſincere, ard without offence, be- 
ing Tr d with the Fruite of Righteouſneſs, which 
Jeſu Chriſt to the ghyy and praiſe of God, 
Phil. 1,10, 11. Whether we do according, to 
the DireRions of a good Conſcience, or ſuffer 
for ſo doing, Gop is glorified. Add hereto, 
that when they /re oxr Good Works done out 
of a Good Conſe iencef Others alſo will glorifee 
our Father which is in Heaven, Finally, a good 
Con- 
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Conſcience will dire& us, whatſoever we do, to 
do it to the wha TOs 


(a) An Emperor is (One: for (aying, Oc.) Maxim;. 
lian the Firit. The Jewiſh Writers ſay, That the Kin neither 
judgeth, nor is judged : Sce Miſns in Trait, Sanhedr. Burt Ori- 
gen, in Row. 2. 15, and ot Conſcience, Twice: & non fubics- 

ur 3 Cenſcience judgeth all Mmm, but is judg'd of no PCs Man 
WHATEVER. 


(6) God's Spy, to take notice of all that is done.) Homini- 
bus celo quod egi, mihi celare nequeo, D. Bernard. de inter. dom, 
@ 13. Ut alir: [aceas, tute tibi conſcius 6716. 


(c) To pry into our very Thoug ts.] Thalzs being wk'd, 


"Ei anJer Oes 5 & "9p TY & PPTp anlwer'd, LAM ores 
Pray ouuty ©, Diog. any, in Thater. That which he ſaid 


of the Heathen falſe Gods is moſt true, being apply'd to Con- 
ſcience, trom which our very Thoughts cannot be be hid, much 
leſs our Actions. 


(4) They little know what they do, who 
Conſcience.}] O te muſerum, # COM onmes 4 em. 


Epitt. 43. 
|  (o) The ſumm of all Good.) ] Quenom wma beni ? Mons 
ULOTL j 


que /ibi conſcia reti/. Biasap. A 


gh or Injwe 


(f) As Fear. } Proprivum eſt nocentium 4; = 1 Maltos for- 
tina liberat pana, metu neminem, Senec. Epiſt. 97, where he 
allo makes ir the firit and greareſ? Puniſhment of Sinners 
thae they bave hnned ; the next, that they always: tear nd 
tremble. Sce W:[d. 17. 11. 


(z) Joy and Rejoycing are the welcome Companians of a 
good Conſcience.) Fi; mmquam efſe triſtic ? bene wive. 


(+) Coulcience will pr cloſe tro Men.) mg. V 
Conc cientia mea non me deferit, ſed of ad/i iſtic, & roms 
facie ſcribit. S. Bernard. de inter. dom. c. 31. 
Canſcientia mea mecum oft. $i mals facie adeft : gu be Vu, 
— martuum, ubique mil gloria we conf} re inſe 74-48! > 

Medirat. Devor. c. 13. 


CHAP. 


CHAT. XV. 


How a Good Conſcience may be 
| obtain d. 


f 


I. OR the obtaininz a Good Conſcience 
{ the Apoſtle to the Hebrews, c. 19. 22, 
hath given us a plain Direction ; Havirg our 
Hearts . ſprinkled from an Evil C onſcience. \We 
muſt have our Hearts ſprinkled from an evil 
Conſcience, before we can have a good oue, 
And if it be ask'd, what our Hearts are to be 
ſprinkVd with, the ſxme Apoſtle reſolves us, 
they are to be {prinkled with the Blood ot 
CuRisrT © The blodd of Bulls and Goats ſprinkling 
the unclean, ſanttified ro the purifying the I eſh, but 
the blood of Chriſt, who by the et*: al Spirit for d4 
himſelf without ſpot ro God, can purge our C on{cience 
from dead works, ro ſerve the lrving God, Heb, g, 
13, 14. There is nothing, in the World that 
hath the Vertue to do this, but the Blood of 
that Lamb, without ſpot or blemiſh 7, that 1s, 
the blood of frinkling, ſPraking better chings than 
that of Abel, Heb, 12. 24. 50 th it thr Ongh ſan- 
AHification of the Spirit unto Obedrence, ri_g the 
ſprinkling of the blood of Feſns Chriſt, 1 'Pet. by 
that is, the having our Hearts ſprinkled with 
it, we come to have a good Conſcignce, This 


Blood 


S414 : 

Blood ſpeaks, (as we have heard) and ſpeaks 
good things, bringing to the Conſcience the 
glad tydings of Peace. It makes the Conſci- 
ence both pure and peaceable, pacifying it as 
well as purifying it. It leaves behind it no 
more Conſcience of Sin, whereas the Gifts 
and Sacrifices under the Law could not make 
him that offer'd them perfet as to Con- 
| ſcience. If it be ask'd further, how we may 
have our Hearts ſprinkled with the Blood of 
Chriſt, I anſwer, 1. By Faith joyn'd with Sin- 
cerity of Heart : Let us come with a true Heart, 
in full aſſurance of Faith, baving our Hearts ſprin= 
kled from an evil Conſcience, Heb. 10. 22. In full 
aſſurance of Faith, that is, being fully eſtabliſh'd 
in the Faith, fully aſſur'd and perſwaded of 
the Truth of Chriſtianity. 2. In order to 
the having our Hearts ſprinkled with that 
precious Blood, we ſhould conteſs our Sins : 
If we confefs our Sins, he us faithful and juſt to for- 
give ws our Sins, and to cleanſe us from all Unrigh- 
rconſnef,, 1 Joh. 1. 9. This Confeſſion muſt be 
made chiefly to Gop, yet not only ; but alſo 
to our Neighbor, fo oft as we have offended 
him, and (if need be) to our Spiritual Guide 
or Miniſter ; See $.Fam. 5.16. 3. As we muſt 
with a pure, hwmble, penitent, and obedient Heart 
confeſs our Sins paſt, ſo we mult walk in the 


Light for the time to come, if we would have- 


the Blood of that ſpotleſs Lamb of Gop to 


cleanſe our Conſcience from dead Works. If 


we walk in the light, as God s 1n the light, (that is, 
if we live pure Lives, as He is pure) then we 


have fellowſhip cne with another, and the Blood of 


H Teſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt his Son cleanſes us from all Sin, 1 Joh. 
1s RE 


H. In order to the obtaining a good Con- 
ſcience, we ſhould Tlabour to have it rightly 
inſtruted : That the So! be wickour Knowledge, 
ir is 16" good, Prov. 19. 2, or (for ſo it may 
be cranffated) withor:r Knowledge the Soul ( and 
ſo the Conſcience) 1s not good. To avoid the 

trouble and diſquiet of a Scrupulons , or 
 Donbting, or Perplexed Conſcience, as alſo 
the nnhappy Condition of the Perſon that hath 
an Erring Confcience, it is neceſſary to pet 
Conſcience well inſtraQted. Now, in order 
to the having Conſcience inſtructed and fatis- 
hed what we are to believe and do, and to 
the keeping it from being miſled, a late zea- 
lous Engliſh Writer for the Church of Xome 
adviſes ns (b), ro ſtudy Church-anthority, what 
perperual Power onr departing Lord bath left ro 
the Governours of it, and what Aſſiſtance promis d 
them for expoſition of the Senſe of the divine Scri- 
pruves, and for detidine Controverſies in matters of 
Faith, and what Obligation be hath laid upon all 
the Churches Subjetts to hearken to them, and not 
to depart from therr Dir 101, how this Authority 
is by onr Lord inſtated ii an Infallibility in all Ne- 
ceſſaries, One way (ſays he) by which the Wiz 
blinds and miſlead: the Tudgment or Conſcience, is, 
that it allows it not to ſtudy firſt, and duly exa- 
min the main Point of Char -authority, Thi: 
would fave many orhe> Sea? ches ;, this Starch is t9 
be undertaken mich rathcr than all the other. 
"Thus that zealous Advocate for the Romiſh 

ah Churct 


Tai 


Church and Canſe. And we muſt obſerve, 


that the Church of which he ſpeaks is- not 


he truly Catholick Church, but his Church, 
or | (as they call it) the Roman Catholick 
Church. , And ſo. the Leſſon that we are to 
learn is, the lafallibility agd Authority of 
his Church ; and this Spe: learnt, there needs 
no more for the ſatisfying and 'ſetling, the 
Conſcience, But, after all, it will be tune 
enough to ſtudy this, when any of his Party 
can prove that Curisr ever made any Grant 
of ſuch Authority and infallibility to the 
Church of Xome, as it pretends to. In the 
mean time, in order to the having Conſcience 
rightly inſtructed, or the obtaiuing Know- 
ledge "f our Duty, or what we are to be- 
lieve and do, I ſhall recommend to every anc 
_ the ſtudy of three things, to wit, the ſtudy, 

15, of Humility ;, 2dly, of a Godly Life ;, 3dh, 
- the SCTIpLures, 

1#, It is neceſſary to the attaining [nſtru- 
tion, or Knowledge, that we ſtudy Humility, 
Chriſtian Meckneſ S, "and Modelty ; The meek 
will be guide in judgment, the meek Yhil he teach 
his way " Pfal. 25. 9. That we may receive 
Iaſtrution, we ought to become little Chil- 
dren in Humility, Teachableneſs, or Aptneſs 
and Readineſs to learn. None are ſo unht to 
receive Initruction as they that attribute too 
much to their own Judgment, and have too 
high ag Opinion of their own Abilities. 
Therefore the Wiſe King preſſeth this Duty 
of not thinking highly of our ſelves fo ear- 
neſtly, Prov. 3, Lean not to thine onn Under- 
H 2 ſtanazng, 
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ftanding V. F- and-Be not wiſe i in thine onn eyes, 
LIL And, C. 26. FE, Seeft thou a man wiſe 11 


this own conceir ? There is more hope of a fool than 
of him, A Fool will ſooner learn and receive 
Inſtruction than he. Eſpecially we ſhould be 
Jealous of and ſuſpett our own Underſtand- 
ing, when we ſee that thoſe whom we cannot 
but eſteem Perſons of great Judgment and 
Integ rity, as well as Learning, do differ in 


Perſuaſion from us. 

 - 2&ly, The ſtudy of a Godly Life, and that 
we may kec the Commandments of Gop, 15 
no leſs midacy if we would obtain true 
Knowledge wt Inſtruction. The Pſalmiſt 
had more Underſtanding than the Ancient, becauſe 
he kepe God's. Commandments, Pfal. L193 109, 
And fo our Saviour faith, "He that hath my 
Commandments, and keepeth the m. he it is that 
loveth me ;, and [ will leve him, and man: fit my 
ſelf ro bim, S. John 14. 21. And again, c. 7.17, 
He that wall do bis will, 7 wy know of the Do- 
&rine whether it be of G9 

*=3dly, That we-may have Conſcience right- 
ly inſtructed, we mult diligently apply onr 

ſelves to the ſtudy of the Scriptures. The 
Word of Gop muſt dwel} pl-nteouſly in us ; 

we mult make it oor Delight, and exerciſe 
our ſelves in it day and night. The Pſalmilſt 
waderſtood more than bis T 046M becauſe God's 
Teſt monies were bis Meditation, 'Pfal. 119. 99. 
We mult alſo labour to attain to a good 
underitanding of the Senſe or Meaninty, of the 
Scriptures : In order tv this, it may be oy 
Wi Go to call in to us the Aﬀſiltance of 
"% our 
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our Underſtanding Friends, and eſpecialh 
of our Spiritual Guides or Teachers. | 
that are unlearn'd, and of 'meaner Capact- 
ties, ſhould more eſpecially do this : As'to 
others that have Abilities and Learning, they 
muſt” alſo make uſe of all other Helps'for 
knowing the true meaning of the Scriptures, 
ſach as the conſidering the Scope of the Au- 


thor, together with the Phraſe and Proprie- 


ty of the Language in which the Scriptures 
were writ, and (c) that which goes before or 
follows after the place which we deſire to un- 
derſtand ; ſo alſo the (4) comparing one place 
of Scripture with another, and (e) expounding 
that which is dark and doubtful by that 
which is undoubted and manifeſt ; and laſt- 
ly, the conſulting the Expoſitions of the Fa- 
thers or ancient Guides of the Church.” In 
the uſe of all which means we muſt enquire 
after the Truth with a ſingle Heart, not 'in- 
fected with any Prejudice, or Self-love, or 
Regard” to any Sin which we are not willing 
to part with. 


IH. Conſcience being rightly inſtrued, we 
muſt hearken to the Voice of it, eſpecially in 
all that it ſaith to us out of the Word of 
Gop ; and this, whether it ſpeak to us by 
way of Counſel and Direction, or by way 'of 
Correction and Reproof; whether it calls on 
us, and urges us to do any thing, or it for- 
bids and diſſuades the doing it. It is ſaid, 
Iſa. 30. 21, Thine ears ſhall hear a word beksnd 
thee ; but we have a Voice not behind, 

H 3 within 
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yithin vs, 'fomewhat that ſpeaks ih ſence, 
not'fo our Ears, but to our Minds (f), and it 
is no-0ther than Conſcience. We muſt then 
fee that we do'not defpife 3t thus ſpeakine, 
or 'tura the deaf. Ear - it, leſt ſeeing this 
it'either leave off ſpeak ng 'and then it will 
pu be a Conſcience ith ly good ; or (if 

it ſpeak) it do not ſpeak Peace to us, and 
then-it will not be peaccably good. © If then 

e. would have Conſcience either to deal 
faithfully and honeſtly with us, or to ſpeak 
Peace: to us, and encourage us, we mult ſee 
that we hearken diligently to it, and do nat 
neglect or def] pife it when it ſpeaketh. 


IV: Often communing with and examining 
our Conſciences, cannot but be an eſpecial 
means for'obtaining a good Conſcience. As 
the Pſalmiſt counſels others to practiſe this, 
'v e with your - Hearts upon your Beds, Pſal. 
PR 4, {0 it was his own Prattife, 1» the night '| 
eomimore with yy Heart (g), Plal. 77. 7. This 
Praftiſe hath been earneſtly recommended to 
us by holy Men in all Ages of the Church. 
One of our-more ancient Chriſtian Writers 
ſays (b) That we are Spirizical Merchants or Tra- 
ders; and as"they that trade a the World of ten 
compute their Gains and Loſſes, 0 fo ſhould we Exa- 
mune, Evening and Morning, how our Tradine 
for Heaven ftands, Every Evening when we lyc 
dow: our Beds, we ſhould ack our ſelves, 
_ thin that God hath been diſpleas'd with 

un any thing this day ? Have I] mter'g any 

' Wards? Have I offended my Brother any 
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way, or derratted from him, and done amy Wron 
bo Uo good frowat 4 When I ſing with my Poice 
ws my Heart drawn away with Wor ldly Thoughts, 
wandring after 
red with fleſhly Luſt, did 1 willingly 
cine Poyſon ? In like manner eve 
felf, How have T paſ#d this Nich 


Coveronſneſs ? When I was temp+ 
drink 1 the enti- 


and nouriſh and dwel! upon them ? &C. I 
it not be too tedious, I ſhould tranſcribe 
the like Paſſages out of ſundry other ancient 
Guides of the Church (7), as alſo out of a 
devout Perſon that liv'd in thefe later Ages. 
(k) But I cannot forbear tranſcribing the 
words of an Heathen (1) to this purpoſe, who 
ſets forth very lively the Excellency of this 
Practice, recommending it by the Example 
of another Heathen, as well as by his own. 
Our Mind or Conſcience (ſays he) 1s to be calPd 
every day to give an Account, Thus did Sex- 
tius, when be berook himſelf ro Reft, be 'asK'd 
bimſclf, What Evil ha#t thou heal'd this day ? 
What Vice hait thou reſiſted ? In what vt- 
ſpett art thon become better ? How quiet, hop 
found and pleaſant Sleep muſt follow ſuch a Self- 
examination as this ? Thus Seneca, who alſo 
adds concerning himſelf; When the Light 5; 
taken away, and my Wife bath held her Peace, 
knowing what my Cuſtom is, I ſurvey or mea- 
ſure over the whole Day with my ſelf, call to 
ing whatever ! have - and ſaid ;,, I bide 
nothing from my ſelf;, I paſs over nothing, This 
muſt Later be an * <ciiſkd means 3: ovtth 

H 4 a Con- 


y and ceably 
ght ferioully ask 


done ? Ner. 8. 6, we might lye down in 
Peace, and our Sleep would be ſweet. 
But ſome, perhaps out of meer Sloath, 
negle&t it ; others are afraid to ask their 
 Confciences any Queſtions, becauſe they 
know that they will not ſpeak Good of 
them, but Evil : The moſt have their 
Thoughts taken up continually, Night and 
Day, with other Matters, ſo that they have 
not leiſvre to commune with their own 
Hearts. And thus the things concerning 
their Conſciences Peace and Weltarc are 
altogether neglected and diſregarded, 


\V. As we ſhould often commune with 
and examine our ſelves, ſo we ſhould judge 
our ſelves; The Examination 1s in order 
to the paſſing Sentence : The judging and 
accuſing our ſelves 1s the way to prevent 
the Accuſations of Conſcience, He that 
often accuſeth and paſlſeth Sentence upon 
himſelf, will not need to fear any other 
Accuſers. Jf we would judge our ſelves, we 
need not be judeed, 1 Cor. 11. 31, Cither 
of the Lox y, or of our own Conſcien- 
CES, 


I might recommend many other things in 
order to the attaining a good Conſcience. As 
the walking carefully in our particular Cal- 
lings, doing the Duties thercot to the Garg 


OL 
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of God, and the Benefit of thoſe among whon 
we live, more eſpecially the walking as al.- 
ways in the Sight and Preſence of ANC 
ſo the liviag in the Fear of God. Where 
the true Fear of God is, it is always accoin- 
pany'd with a departing from Evil : dg- 
parting from Evil brings a good Life, a good 
Life a good Conſcience. To all theſe we muſt 


add Prayer. If any of us lack a good Conſci- 


ence, let us ask it of God. Let us fervently 
pray, That the Peace of God which paſſeth all 
Underſtanding, may keep our Hearts. and Minds 
by Christ Feſws, Phil. 4. 7- that it may be our 
happy Lot and Portion, to rejoyce in the 
Comforts of a truly good Conſcience. 


— ——_— oe. 
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(a) Without Knowledge the Soul is not good. ] TW? 892 
219 8&7 WB) 


(6) A late zealous Engliſh Writer for the Church of Rome. 


R. H. un his Fifth Diſcourſe of the Guide in Controverſies, Seth. 
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(c) That which goes before, or follows after.) Recalendum 
eft que illam ſententiam F. 4 peperorint, quibuſque conmexs 
drpendeat, St. Auguſt. Epiſt. 29. Circ. princ. Sofet circonſtan- 
tia Scripiure ilummare [entent Tous, Id. L $3. Quzſt. qu. 69. 


(d) The comparing one place of wy, 0 with another.] 
| a. | 


Frdens differencias fonliuan ad fonilis, ( 
Mar. 


(e) Expounding that which is dark and doubrful by that 

which is manitelt.] U5: aperiius pontur, ibi dilcendum Ht, 

womede in lects inteligantur objcuris, S, Augult. de Doct. Chritt, 

[ 3. C. 26. Manifeftior a GET prevaleant, Or ae imcerti; Cer- 

tiora preſcribant, Tertul. de Reſur. car. £19. Incria as certis, 
c 


* 
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CO jus de manifeitir prejudicantur, 


Tract. 19. in 


Somewhat that ſpeaks in Glence,not to our Ears, but to our 
] in ſilotio jonat quide/am, non awibu, ſed OT tn 


Yo x 
s 
5p 
7 X 
oe 
= 
Lu Te 
{ j4 
AE 
J 4 
+ 3 
ps 
WW 
"WE 
"© 3s 
$7 oy *: 
Li 5 £35, 2g 
__ rt 
DOK es 
«Ro 
by "IMA 
p I - 
_ 
MY "r; woe 
We 
WD 4 
- "3-0 
£ 362% 
"1 ry 
= 
"ot 
o "F \ 
ENT, 
+ nv 
LS, 
"= os 
2 E 
4 lb 
$8 
a 
PB 4 
NB. 
LES. 
"Y KE4' a 
v8 
%- "7: "OM A 
"$558 $ 
k 
to 
oY 
ban 
x 
: -, 
1 ri 
* (IEG 
V-- td 
Te "2 208 
4 "I 
37 
T8 % 
1 £ 2 
IM 
- Vas 
8 
Tu 5 
4 
7 "5P 
Ef 
- 
ns py 
$0 
PR: 
TT 
WU, 2M 
5-0 
_ 
>x3, 5.0] : 
$29 $3 : 
3p, 
bers 
$a. J >] 
1 Y 
"Ie 
- SA 
Gs 2 
4 "= - 
— uY 
rey 
$ RE 
x 
418 
6 —— 
3p | 
- OW) 
One En s 
"A 
BI: 
dr SECS: 
Re 
Ie 
F 
"> 
; Wy FONT, 
ta. $4 
RE 
Si, 
DB”: , 
24-1 
I 
. 
eg 
@F 
X 
Drs 
Is 
TX 
* +, 
LN 
I 
* 28 
MEI 
© aee-Þ 
br? 
Letts My 
eo * oo 
CAO 7 > 
3" SY Y, 
. We 
S ff 
Ky 
b gh 
x 
83 
J 
- 
M5 
16k, 
I 
58 
: [ 


Wh RES 
AE NS A 


=_n 
OE. 
PR 
S 
» "> FE 
DET ONE LIN "FEY 


- (b) Oneaf par more ancient Chriſtian Writers.) Ephrem 
4 let. vit. Relig. hn rate 


- (9) Sundry acher {ancient Guides of the Church. ] 5. Bafi! 
Sem. ds injtie. JIGFLAL in fine, $. Chry/aſt. Hom. 43. S. Matt, 
yer. fin.'&c. To the add, Auſonire, Edyd. 16. 


Non prius an dulcem declinat lonina ſornum, 
yy wen ongi yr he's atta ates. COPY 
Be preter gr off a7 wn 11 tempore f quid non * 
us on hol; bees fre ?-bec. : 
CD) A devout Perſon that liv'd in theſe later Ages.] S. Brr- 
perd, form. honeſt. 417, Ages.] 
"() The Words of an Heathen.) Sorecn of #79, |. 3. £35, 
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CHAP. XVI. 


How we may wdge whether we have 
a good C onſcience. 


JT" Hat which hath been ſaid -of the Offices 


of Conſcience, Chap. 2. and of a goofl 
Conſcience, Chap. 4. may be uſetul to vs, +1 
order to the judging whether we have a good 
Conſcience or no. But further, 2 good Con- 
{cience may be knuwn. 


1. By its Companions. Theſe are Faith, 
Purity, Charity, and a good Converſation. 
We have three of theſe together, and all of 
them in the Company of a good Conſcience, 
it Tim. 1. 5, The End of the Commandment s 
Love or Charuy, out of a pure Heart, and a good 
Conſcience, and Faith unjeigned. And we find 
a good Converſation coupled with a good 
Conſcience, 1 Per. 3. 16. Having 4 good Con- 
ſcience, that whereas they ſpeak againFt you as evil 
doers, they may be aſhamed, that falſly accuſe your 
good Converſation in Chrizt. A good Converſa- 
tion is very carneſtly preſs'd upon Chriſtians 
by that Apoſtle, yea he calls upon us, to ſhew 
all holy Converſation. 4s be that hath called 
you 1s Holy, be ye alſo holy mn all manner of Con- 
ver/arion, 1 Pet. 1.15-. And again, What man- 
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wer of Perſons ought ye to be in all boly Comverſatio 
and Godlineſs, ot 3. 11. And ſucha Con- 
verſation as this may incourage us to hope, 
that we have a good Conſcience. As the A- 
oftle rrufted that he had a good Conſcience, tor 
he deſir'd to have his Converſation honeft in all 
things, Heb. 13. 18. On the other hand, if 
we make Conſcience of avoiding ſome Sins, 
and performing ſome Duties, but take no care 
to praQtiſe other Duties, and reform other 
things that are amiſs in us ; if we ſingle out 
ſome things, wherein we will obey, but crave, 
or rather take leave to tranſgreſs in other 
things, we vainly flatter our ſelves, if we ima- 
gine that we have a good Conſcience(a) That 
which is done for the ſake of God and Conſci- 
ence,is done equally. He that hath a goodCon- 
ſcience, as he diſputes not God's Command - 
ments, but obeys them readily, ſo he divides 
not God's Commandments, but obeys them e- 
_ He with the P/alm:# hath reſpect to all 
od's Commandments, and refrains his Feet 
from every evil way, and endeavours with Za- 
charyand Elizabeth to walk in all the Command- 
ments and Ordinances. of the Lord, blame- 
leſs. Thus S$. Pal liv'd in all good Conſci- 
ence, Acts 23, 1. I add, thatas he that hath 
a good Conſcience takes care to obey all 
God's Commandments, 10 he doth it always to 
the end, Plal. 119. 44, 112, He holds on in 2 
conſtant, cyan 60 uniform Courſe of Obe- 
dience, to all the Commandments of God. He 
throughout his whole Life makes Conſcience 
of all that God commands or forbids, 


2-1? 
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2. It may be an Argument that we have a 


good Conſcience, if we can heartily love thoſe 
that reprove us for our Faults. (c) As Alipius 
lov'd S. Anguſt ne the more for ſpeaking that 
which was the Occaſion of his Repentance, and 
turning from his evil Conrſe. If when the 
Righteous ſmites us, we can take it as a Kind- 
neſs, when he reproves us, we can eſteem it 
an excellent Oyl or Balm, and in requital - of 
ſo good an Office can pray heartily for him, 
we may be encourag'd to hope that we have a 
good Conſcience. On the other hand, if we 
are angry with our Reprovers (4), we betray 
the Guilt of our own Conſciences, and diſco- 


ver that they are not ſuch as they ought to 
be. 


3. To ſuffer for Conſcience, may incourage 
a Man to think, that he hath a good Coun- 
ſcience. When for Conſcience of God, or 
toward God (that is, that we ought to do our 
Duty to Gop, whatever become of it) a Man 
endures Griets, ſuffering wrongfully (1 Per. 2. 
19.) when he can part with Eſtate, LibFrty, 
and the Company of his deareſt Relations, 
and not account his very Life dear to him, 
that he may not lin again{tConſcience,this may 
confirm him in the Perſuaſion, that he hath a 
good Conſcience. One Benevclius being com- 
manded by Fr/tinz the Empreſs (e) to do ſoine- 
thing againſt the true Faith, with the Promiſe 
of being promoted by her to an higher Dig- 
nity if he obey'd, made this Anſwer, Why do 
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Dus prom: iſe me an higher Dignity, rh, for a Renard 
of Impiety ? take ral op me even this which I have, 
They me preſerve a Conſcience ſound in the Faith. 

who in like manner matter not what 
they "caffer, that Conſcience may be preſery'd 
pure and entire, may be incourag'd to hope, 
that they have a good Conſcience. But ] 
muſt add, that we Ay take care that it be 
really Conſcience (and not ſomewhat elſe) 
that we ſuffer for. Every Diſeaſe of the 

Mind, or cauſleſs Scruple, or flight Perſuaſi- 
oh, or\groundleſs Fear, is not Conſcience ; 
tho” theſe have too oft the Favour or Luck to 
be miſtaken for it. Yea, there have not want- 
ed thoſe that have miſtaken Humour, or Phan- 
ſe, or Paſſion, or Prejudice, or ſome falſe 
Dodrine, or Suggeſtion of the evil one for 
Conſcience. It therefore concerns us to be 
ſure that it is really for Conſcience, and not 
for any of theſe that we do ſuffer-; otherwiſe 
our ſuffering will not be any Ground of Be- 
lief, that we have a good Conſcience. 


LO OT 
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#) That which is done for the ſake of God, is done equal- 
on] Omme bomon qued fil repter Deion, 17 ewnmi vu ribs £74d- 
obſervatur. Op. ate in $. Matth. Hor. . 


COPIER i 
—_—_ 4 


| (6) He holds on in a conſtant Courle of hs See 
Merbert's Poem of Conſtancy, 


Who is the heneft Man ? 
He thas deth ſtill and ſtrongly good purſur, &c. 


(c) Alipius lov'd S. A 
ad ſuccenſendim mihi, acc 
!, © ad me ardentics 
L 6. C 7. Lf 


a) If we are angry with our R : 
cunt, ſuam indicant Conſcientiam, $. Hieron. R Fig 
na 


e) Benevolus being commanded by Juſtins the Empreſs, Oc. 
Ruffonus, Eccl, Hiſt. c. 16. oY L..-5 


Hesrews 13. 18. * 
Pr ay for HU . for we tru$t that we F 
have a good Conſcience in all 

things, willing to live honeſtly. | 


Printed for A. Boſvile, at the Dial, again#t 
$.Dunſtan's C hurch,in Fleetſtreet, I 697. 


HE Chriſtian Belief : Wherein is aſſerted 

and proved, That tho' there is nothing 

in the Goſpel contrary to Reaſon, yet there 

are ſome Doctrines 1n it above Reaſon; and 

theſe being neceſſarily enjoyn'd us to believe, 

are properly call'd Myſteries ; In Anſwer to 

a Book, Entitulcd, Chriſtianity nt Myſterions, 

The Second Edition ; with a Preface, and other 
Additions. 


